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MEMOIR OF JOHN CHRISTOPHER WOLFF,
ONE OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, IN LABRADOR,

W HO DIED DECEMBER 25, 1814, AGED SIXTY-ONE YEARS.

[From the London Missionary Register.']

This worthy Missionary, after labouring for thirty-three years in La-

brador, departed, in London, to his eternal rest. The following Narra-

tive is extracted from the Periodical Accounts of the Brethren's Missions.

John Christopher Wolff was born Nov.

26, 1753, at Neukirch, near Bautzen, in

Upper Lusatia. In his early youth he
enjoyed the pastoral care of that indefati-

gable and anointed servant of God, the

Rev. Mr. Reichell ; well known in Ger-

many, and throughout the Christian

world, by his zealous and successful la-

bours in the cause of God. After impart-

ing to our late brother, as well as to the

other children in the parish, the most
careful instruction, which, by the Lord's
mercy, effected a real awakening of his

soul, he confirmed him for the first en-

joyment of the Lord's Supper.
It pleased the Lord to preserve him

from the snares and seductions of a wick-

ed world ; and as he felt a great desire to

join the Church of the Brethren, and to

live in one of their settlements, he was
strengthened therein by the advice of his

venerable pastor. The first place to

which he applied for admission was
Nisky; but he afterward removed to

Hernnhut; and was received into the

Congregation in 1776.

At Hernnhut he grew in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

was enabled to make a total surrender of

himself, with soul and body, unto Him
who had loved him, and given Himself

for him. Having offered himself as a

candidate for service among the Heathen,

his offer was accepted, from the know-
ledge which the Brethren had of his sin-

cerity, humilitjs and fitness for such a

commission. He was appointed in 1781

to the service of the Mission in Labrador,

and entered upon his labours with cheer-

fulness, and a heart truly devoted to the

cause of the Redeemer, to whom he com-
mitted himself, entreating Him to grant un-
to him the necessary qualifications and gifts

for the work assigned him. His first en-

deavour was to learn the Esquimaux lan-

guage, which, especially to a person not

accustomed to the study of languages, is

a task of no small difficulty
;
but, by the

blessing of the Lord upon his diligence,

he soon was able to converse, and, by de-

grees, to testify in it of the love of Jesus

to perishing sinners. As he himself lived

in the fruition of this grace, it was his

heart's delight to extol the mercy and

power of his Saviour, and the efficacy of

His atoning death for the salvation of lost
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men. He first resided at Nain, and then

at Okkak, and assisti-d in the building of

the New Settlement at Hopedale.

In 1791 he married at Nain, and thence

went to Hopedale
;
where, with his wife,

he laboured with unwearied diligence, be-

ing always ready for every good work.

Both of them, however, became afflicted

with various ailments of the rheumatic

kind, which principally affected his wife,

and caused him, in 1799, to visit Europe,

in hopes of relief.

During his stay in London, both in go-

ing to and returning from Germany, his

cheerfulness and devotedness of heart de-

lighted and edified all who conversed with
him. The late Right Hon. Charles Gre.
ville, who always approved himself a true

friend to the Missions of the Brethren,

hearing that there were Missionaries from
Labrador in town, (the Brethren Wolff
and Hasting,) expressed a particular wish

to see them at his house. The simple

manners, unaffected piety, and interesting

conversation of these servants of Jesus,

gained for them so much esteem in the

mind of this noble person, celebrated for

every accomplishment that adorns a man
of high rank and learning, that he often

afterward expressed the great pleasure

which he enjoyed in the recollection of

their visit, and insisted on their spending

another afternoon with him on their re-

turn. On this occasion, Mr. Greville ask-

ing our late brother, whether the wish

which he had expressed, soon to return

to the barren coast of Labrador, and to a

nation of such barbarous manners, was

truly sincere, or only professed from a

principle of consistency, and not being

willing to flinch from what he had once

undertaken, though secretly wishing that

he could Avith propriety have staid in Eu-

rope, his answer was to this effect, in in-

telligible, but broken English—" Sir, I do

sincerely wish to return to Labrador, and

that from a fervent love to the Esqui-

maux, and to my service among them.

It is true that, when I had been eighteen

years in that country, I felt a great de-

sire to visit my relations and friends, and

the Brethren's Congregations in Europe.

It was like the feeling of hunger which I

had this forenoon, while I was waiting

for your late dinner : but now, since you

have treated me so hospitably, my hun-

ger is satisfied ; I am thankful, but want

no more, and am ready to go home.

Thus my hunger, after the enjoyment of

my friends' company, has been richly

satisfied ; for the kindness and love of my
brethren in all places where we have been,

I feel thankful, and am refreshed by it

:

I am now ready to return to my work

;

and, if it pleases the Lord, to lay down
my bones among those dear people, whom
I love as my children."

With such a mind and heart, he return-

ed to his service
;
being first stationed at

Hopedale, and then at Okkak, where for

some time he enjoyed a tolerable state of

health and spirits. But soon the rheu-

matic pains returned ; and his wife suffer-

ed so much by their violence, that she

grew quite lame in her hands and arms,

and unable to be active in her station. A
singular accident, also, contributed to ren-

der our late brother still more infirm : he

had been in an out-house to fetch some
reindeer venison, and was carrying it to-

ward the dwelling-house, when he was
attacked by a number of dogs, whose
hunger had made them bold : being un-

provided with a stick, by which, if ever

so slender, these animals may easily be

kept in order, he had no other means of

defence but his hand, and in the scuffle

fell down ; this gave the dogs the victory ;

and while some of them began to bite his

legs, their teeth penetrating through his

skin-boots even to the bone, others seized

the venison, and ran away with it; on

which those who had attacked his per-

son, set off in pursuit : he was scarcely

able to rise and creep into the house ; and

the wounds thus received, for a long time

would not heal, the erysipelas and other

disorders striking to the injured part.

They were now obliged to request

their dismission, to the great regret of

their fellow-labourers ; and already, in

1812, obtained leave to return with the

ship. But as great inconvenience would

have attended tlieir leaving Labrador at
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that time, and his knowledge of the lan-

guage made his presence very desirable,

they were both satisfied to remain at their

post. The case was the same in 1813,

when the difficulty would have been

equally great, had they left the Mission.

Notwitlistanding, therefore, that they had

both suffered much during the preceding

year, they determined to trust in the

I-iord's help, and to hold out still longer.

Their faith was not put to shame, and
they recovered so far as to be able to as-

sist in the labour with cheerfulness.

At length, in 1814, they left Labrador,
and arrived, October £5th, in London.
Their wish to spend the winter in Eng-
land was granted ; and our late brother

appeared to have regained a considerable

portion of health by the voyage. But,

•whether ailing or in better health, his con-

versation was always distinguished by an

uncommon degree of cheerful acquies-

cence in the Lord's will concerning his

past and future course. He possessed a

peculiar serenity of mind, and a spirit of

love and kindness, which engaged the

esteem and affection of all who knew
him. Whenever he spoke of his service

among the Heathen, it was with unfeign-

ed humility ; but likewise with fervent

gratitude to our Saviour, that He had
vouchsafed to employ in His vineyard so

poor and worthless an instrument as he
deemed himself to be

;
giving him grace

pleasantly to proceed in the work com-
mitted to him, and favouring him to see

many Esquimaux turn from their hea-

thenish ways and become living members
of the Church of Christ. When he en-

tered on that subject, his whole heart was
alive ; and no one could listen to him
without regret, that a man of such grace
and gifts for the work should be so soon
rendered incapable of remaining in his

station by bodily infirmity. His account
of every circumstance connected both
with the external and internal state of the

Mission, and the manners and habits of
the Esquimaux, was remarkably clear,

instructive, and entertaining. Little did
%ve suppose that this good and faithful ser-

vant of Jesus would so soon be called to

enter into the joy of his Lord. He had

been invited to attend a funeral, on the

21st of December, at Chelsea. The

sharpness of the air affected him much,

though he went and returned in a coach.

In the burying-ground, he visited the

tomb of his fellow-labourer, the late bro-

ther David Krugelstein, who departed at

sea in the year 1794.

In the following night he was seized

with a shortness of breath, which was in-

deed troublesome, but not attended with

any degree of pain. Means were applied,

but in vain ; and on the third day danger

was apprehended. He remained uniform- '

ly cheerful and happy, in the company of

visiting friends. To a brother who asked

him whether he thought that this disorder

might end in his departure out of this

world, he gave the following answer:

" No, I am not sure of that ; but I am in

the Lord's hand, let Him do with me as

He thinks best. I know that I am a sin-

ner, full of faults and wants ;
and need

daily to be cleansed with the blood of

Jesus, and to have my sins forgiven. But

I also know assuredly that He does for-

give me, and that I am His child: no-

thing, therefore, can happen to me but

by His gracious will ; and whatever does

happen will be best for me. I am quite

easy about the result."

On returning from the Evening Service

on Christmas-Eve, several brethren call-

ed to see him, with whom he spoke in

his usual friendly manner ; and appeared

in general relieved in his breathing, inso-

much that hopes Avere entertained of his

recovery. During the night he grew

more restless, though still pleasantly con-

versing with his wife and another sister

who watched with him, till about four

o'clock, when he gradually seemed to

lose his recollection. The Minister be-

ing called, offered up a prayer at his bed-

side, thanking the Lord for all the mercy

bestowed upon this His faithful servant,

and concluding with the words

—

Lord^

now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in

peace, according to Thy word ;for his eyes

have seen Thy salvation. About nine

o'clock in the morning, being Christmas-
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Day, his redeemed soul took flight into

the reahns of endless bliss and glory. He
was sixty-one years old when he departed.

We can with truth say of our brother,

that he was a man peculiarly prepared by

the Lord and His Spirit for the work of

K a Missionary. He was blessed wilh a

sound mind, and an experimental know-
ledge of the truths of the Gospel. His

lively disposition was sanctified for the

best of purposes. Cheerful, easy, and
mild in temper, he never stood dismayed
when difficulties presented themselves

;

but pressed forward in faith, trusting to

the grace, love, and power of his God

and Saviour. To this he added a willing

heart, an amiable disposition, a readiness

to serve, and a disinterested desire to pro-

mote the welfare of all mankind, but par-

ticularly that of the nation among whom
he laboured in the Gospel. He was
therefore beloved and respected, both by
his fellow-labourers and the Esquimaux.

May his example be followed by all

whom the Lord shall send forth into His

harvest : that, like him, they may be pre-

pared, whenever their Lord cometh, to

meet Him with joy, and to obtain that

crown of life which is laid up for all those

Avho love His glorious appearing I

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BAPTIST BOARD O^*

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
PRESENTED IN WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, APRIL 25, 1822.

Secretary, Kev. Wvi. Staughton.— Treasurer, Mr. Tiios. Stokes.

In this Report, the Managers profess to give only a brief " statement

of what God has been pleased to accomplish, by their instrumentality,

during the progress of another year : a year which he has condescended

to crown with his goodness ; and in which his paths have dropt fat-

ness^ and the hills rejoiced on every side.^^ After a short introduction, they

proceed to a view of their Missionary Stations in the East.

Burman Mission.

The Burman mission continues to be

favoured of the Lord. The deportment

of the converts corresponds with their

profession. " I have no reason," Mr. Jud-

son says, " to complain of the conduct of

any." Another native convert has been

added to the church. One of the con-

verts, Moung Shwa-ba, is, probably, by

the present time, called to the ministry,

and another seems solemnly desiring the

same office. The translation has pro-

ceeded so far as to include the Gospel

and Epistles of John, the Acts of the

Apostles, and the Epistle to the Ephe-

sians. Inquirers continue to visit the

zayat The Siamese war, which excited

many apprehensions for the safety of the

mission, is probably discontinued.

The extreme indisposition of the ex-

cellent Mrs. Judson, has rendered a sea-

voyage indispensable. No prospect what-

ever existed of her recovery, in case of

her continuance in Asia. She was de-

sirous of visiting America, her native land.

Not being able to obtain a passage, she

has sailed for England, under circum-

stances that will incur but little expense

to the Convention, perhaps none at all.

For this happy arrangement thanks are

due to the auspicious and generous assist-

ance of the Rev. Mr. Thomason and lady,

of Calcutta. She has under her care, the

Board has learned, on the passage, four

children, who have gone to Great Britain

to obtain their education under the fos-

tering charge of the celebrated Mr. Wil-

berforce. Should our sister's health be
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recovered by the voyage, she will return

inamediately to India. If not, the Board

encourage her visiting America. The
path of Divine Providence is often in the

deep waters
;
but, though mysterious to

mortals, is alwaj's wise and gracious.

Prayer will not cease to ascend, that she

may be restored to the arms of her in-

valuable husband, and that they may
together point the Burmans to the Lamb
of God. The Board are gratified with

the expectation that Mr. Hough is again

at Rangoon. They have heard from Dr.

Price of his arrival there, and hope that

the same gracious hand that protected

himself and family on the great waters,
will render his residence in the thither

India a blessing to thousands. His talents

as a physician have begun tft be appre-
ciated. .

'

.

'•
... .\

Arracan Mission.

The intelligence which the Board has
received from Mr. Colman, is calculated

to encourage the labours and prayers of
all who are waiting for the coming and
kingdom of Christ. At Cox's Bazar, a
Tillage of Arracan, containing a popula-

tion of 30,000, where the Burman lan-

guage is spoken, brother C. will probably
fix himself. A building, whose cost is

$W0, is, before the present time, finished

for his accommodation. Two circum-
stances are peculiarly encouraging. Arra-
can is divided from Burmah, only by a

narrow river
;
and, through all the coun-

try, freedom of religious inquiry is per-

mitted. The Board has ordered the
above sum to be paid, and most sincerely

hope that the labours of their beloved
missionary and his companion, will plea-

santly mingle with those of any mission-
ary brother, who may put his hand to the
plough on the same soil, from the mission
establishment at Serampore.

Indian Missions.

The mission station at the Valley towns
continues to prosper. Several families,

including twenty-six persons, have, in the
course of the year, removed thither

;

among other of its excellent members is

the Rev. Mr. Roberts, a brother in whose
piety, zeal, and prudence, the Board have

the highest confidence. The place of Mr.
Dawson, in the Indian school, who has

retired from the mission, appears to be

well supplied by Mr. Evan Jones, who
has had considerable experience in the

profession of a teacher. A freshet, oc-

casioned by excessive rains, a few weeks
ago, did considerable injury to the mills

which the Board has had erected there.

They will soon be repaired.

For several very satisfactory reasons

suggested to the Board by brother M'Coy,
it has been resolved, that the station at

Fort Wayne be removed into the Michi-

gan Territory, about 50 miles north Of

its present site. The Putawatomies, a

numerous tribe of Indians, have offered

Mr. M'Coy one mile square of land in the

bosom of their settlement, for a mission-

ary plantation, in addition to $1000 a

year, secured to them for fifteen years by
the general government, for the support

of a teacher and blacksmith, both of

whom may be chosen by the Board.

The Ottoways and Miamis,it is expected,

will afibrd equal assistance. The Board
have instructed brother M'Coy to look

out for suitable persons to labour among
them. Brother Hill has left this station,

in consequence of the advanced age and
indisposition of his father. A brother

from the Baptist church of Merion, Penn-
sylvania, of the name of Clyde, and who
is acquainted with the business of the

weaver and the farmer, has, with his fa-

mily, been sent out to Fort Wayne, and
will continue his services in the new situa-

tion. The Rev. John Sears, of New-
York, a ministering brother of promising

talents, has solicited and received the

approbation of the Board, to become
an auxiliary of brother M'Coy. In a
few weeks he expects to commence his

journey.

The expense attendant on the suppt)rt

of these stations has been heavy beyond
expectation, but not beyond the example
of similar institutions. It is believed that

the drafts on the Board will continue to

diminish, until the stations shall become
able to support themselves. The Rev.
George Evans has been employed, and it

is believed with advantage, in collecting
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provisions and other articles for the mis-

sion. About mo Indian children, male

and female, are at the present time re-

ceiving from the Board a constant supply

of clothing and food, and are educated

with care and kindness. The Board can-

not suppress their most sincere grati-

tude, for the boxes of clothing, and other

articles for the comfort of the Indian

children, supplied by their respected fe-

male friends, whose example, it is hoped,

will excite others to the same course of

pious beneficence. Considerable quanti-

ties of garments have been transmitted by
the Female Baltimore Mission Society,

the Fayette-street Female Mission So-

ciety of New-York, and the ladies of the

society under the pastoral care of the

Rev. Mr. Bolles, of Salem, Massachusetts.

In the course of the current year the

Board are anticipating the pleasure of

seeing established a mission for the pur-

poses of Indian reform and salvation

among the Creeks, by the benevolent

efforts of the co-operating associations in

Georgia, and another near the Lead

Mines, in Illinois, through the instrumen-

tality of the Rev. Mr. Ficklin, and the

exertions of the brethren in Kentucky.

For an ability to assist these infant sta-

tions, and conduct to maturity those that

for several years have been in operation,

the Board has to rely, under a Divine

blessing, on the subscriptions and dona-

tions which individuals and societies shall

succeed in obtaining.

The Oneida Mission, in the state of

New-York, who testified their desire, at

the last Convention, of acting in co-ope-

ration with the Board, having stated to

them by their respected brother, elder

John Peck, president of the Hamilton

Mission Society in New-York, the defi-

ciency of their funds, the Board, with

sincere pleasure, voted $300 to assist in

the object before them.

African Mission.

The coloured brethren in Africa were

well when their last communication ar-

rived. They are constituted into a regu-

lar church, and are probably, at this time,

settled on the island of Yonee, in the vici-

nity of Sierra Leone. The chief of the

Island will, it is expected, afford them
encouragement and protection.

Columbian College.

The Columbian College in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, which has risen under
the auspices of the Board, and more
especially by the unwearied labours of
their much valued Agent, the Rev. Luther
Rice, is now in operation. The theolo-

gical department, in which are twelve
young brethren, approved and sent out
to the ministry by the churches, was re-

moved from Philadelphia to Washington
in September last. On the 9th of Janu-
ary, in the present year, the President,

Professors, and Tutors, were solemnly
inducted, by the President of the Board
of Trustees, into their respective offices,

and the classical department was opened
on tlie second Wednesday of the same
month. The Board had the pleasure of

visiting the Institution, and were gratified

with the boldness, convenience, and ele-

gance of the College edifice, situated on
one of the most healthy eminences in the

Union, and with the high literary charac-

ter of the instructors, and the steady

diligence and amiable subordination of

the several classes. Since the commence-
ment of the year. Professor Woods has

been engaged in obtaining subscriptions

and donations for the College, in several

of the southern states. His success has

transcended expectation. The Board an-

ticipate with satisfaction, the voyage which

brother Rice and himself are encouraged

to make to Europe, with the hope of in-

creasing the mission and education funds,

and of procuring a Library and Philoso-

phical Apparatus.

Brother Rice is again, unanimously,

and with the glow of affectionate grati-

tude, elected Agent of the Board, and

commended to the care of a gracious

Providence, and to the bounteous atten-

tions of all who take pleasure in well-

doing.

Legacies and Conclusion.

The Board acknowledge, with a thank-

ful sense of the goodness of God, and

the munificence of their brethren, a be-
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quest of ^^500 of William Selby, Esq. of

Pocomoke, Accomac county, Virginia,

and a considerable sum, not yet fully as-

certained, from Sj^lvester Tolman, of Sci-

tuate, in Massachusetts. Especially, they

have cause for gratitude for the liberal

legacy of their deceased brother, John

Withington, of New-York, who has de-

vised ^10,000 to the Foreign Mission,

subject to a condition which, it is believed,

will not affect the bequest, and ^5000 to

the Columbian College
;
making, at the

same time, the College the residuary le-

gatee. The Lord grant that so bright an

example may excite holy emulation. The
apostolic charge to the " rich in this

world" ought ever to be remembered,
'* that they do good, that they be rich in

good works, ready to distribate, willing

to communicate."

The year past has been a year of signal

mercy. " The Lord hath looked down
from the height of his sanctuary." He
has crow^ned the endeavours of the Board
with his blessing. They would offer the

tribute of thanksgiving to His name, and
solicit their brethren and friends to unite

with them. " O praise the Lord, all ye
nations

;
praise him, all ye people ; for

his merciful kindness is great towards us,

and the truth of the Lord endureth for

ever."

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

From the Union Mission we have no intelligence since the date of

our last number. A paragraph has appeared in the newspapers, stating

that a rumour " that peace had been restored between the Osages and

Cherokees," was received at Little Rock on the 11th of May. A subse-

quent paragraph announces that a Council of the Chiefs, of both tribes, was

o have been held at Fort Smith, about the middle of June, for the pur-

pose of ratifying a Treaty of Peace. Correct information on the subject

will, doubtless, soon be received from our Missionaries.

Our advices from the other stations are as follows :—From Harmony, to

the 22d of May ;
Tuscarora, to the 26th of June

;
Seneca, to the 18th

of July ; and Cataraugus, to the 8th of the same Month. Extracts will

be given under their respective heads :— . ? ^ •

we could not possibly have advanced in

this work, with any good success, until

the latter part of summer. The prospect

now is, that our saw mill will be ready to

run in about six weeks, and our grist mill

as soon as we shall be able to raise grain

to grind.

We have already planted twenty acres

of corn, and hope to complete the num-

ber of forty acres before the planting sea-

son is over. Besides this, we have four

acres, which we call our garden, and in

which we hope to raise many vegetables

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS.

Ueu. B. Pixley to the Domestic Secretary—
April 29, 1822.

I have the pleasure to announce, that

general health and prosperity attend us.

The ordering of the season by the Pro-

vidence of God, greatly favours the bu-

siness which we are now carrying into

effect. We have this day begun to raise

our grist mill and saw mill. It is a heavy
frame, and is founded upon a rock. Had
Ihe present season been as wet as the last,



48 HOME PROCEEDINGS. [August,

lor the health and conafort of the family.

We have a plenty of milk, and make a

tolerably good supply of butter. Indeed,

in looking back upon Avhat we have been

called to pass through, we cannot now
but thank God and take courage.

I said we enjoyed general health. Per-

haps I ought to mention that the ague and

fever seems to lurk among us this spring,

and often to take one and another at un-

awares. But this does not much alarm

us. Through the use of the bark, with

which we have supplied ourselves at

Franklin, we seldom have more than

three or four fits before they are broken,

and we return again to our business.

Our school is in a progressive and pros-

perous state. We have not, indeed, so

many youth under our care as we had

some weeks ago ; but this sifting has only

made the rest appear the more promising.

Reports were lately circulated of our

treating the children badly, and several

of the children were taken from us. In

order to let the tribe know our feelings

and decision on the subject, we suspended

the school for one week, and gave all the

children liberty to go home. We also

told them, that, if they were not satis-

fied with staying with us, they need not

return. But we were gratified to see all

but tAVO of them remain with us, not

wishing to go away ; and the two returned

in due season.

JOURNAL OF THE MISSION.

FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUART.

Desertion of the Young Chief.

Friday^ February 2rf.—This morning,

George, the young Chief, who left us

yesterday without leave, was brought

back by one of the Indians. He was

anxious to go home to the village, and

said he would return in a few days, and

would then be contented. He was told

that he must remain at the school for the

present, and that at a proper time, he

should be permitted to visit his friends.

hordes Day, February 3'i.—-Brother

Dodge preached in the morning, and

Brother Montgomery in the afternoon;

and a prayer meeting was held in the

evening. George ran away again while

the family were attending the evening

worship.

Temporary School House finished.

Tuesday, February Gth.—One of our

rooms is now prepared with seats for the

school. We have about twenty scholars,

including both white and red, under the

tuition of Brother Jones, and Sister Corn-

stock, who are, undoubtedly, well quali-

fied to govern and instruct them.

Visit from Moneypushee.

Wednesday
f
February eth.—The In-

dians have thronged around us to-day in ^
great numbers. Moneypushee came to

see his boy, who had been discontented,

and gave him good counsel. He visited

the school, and said his heart was con-
tented ; and added that his son's heart

was now contented, and he would be sa-

tisfied to remain with the mission. This
evening a number of the Indians were
collected at one of our rooms, and con-
versing very sociably with Mr. Williams,

the Interpreter. Moneypushee, who was
present, sat a long time very silent and
grave. At length, Mr. Williams asked
him the cause of his gravity and silence.

He replied, that he was thinking about

the superintendant and his brother mis-

sionaries. They had come a great way
to teach his tribe good things ; and as

so few of the Osage children had been

brought to their school, he was afraid

they would soon be discouraged. On be-

ing told that the missionaries were not

discouraged, but that they still hoped

that more of the Osage children would

soon be committed to their care, he ap-

peared to be in some measure satisfied.

Saturday, February 9.—The Indians

are again around us, in a state of hunger

and nakedness, A little girl was this day
brought to the school. The parents of

the child were told not to visit her within

four or five weeks.

Lord's Day, February 10.—Our reli-

gious exercises were performed this day,

as usual, in the morning, afternoon, and

evening. The parents of the child, which
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•was given to us yesterday, came to-day

to take her away. They were, however,

persuaded to leave her in the school.

Monday, February 11.—The weather

is very mild, and the snow is wasting

fast The Brethren are occupied in col-

lecting stone for the well, and timber for

out-buildings.

Visit from Sans J^erf.

Tuesday, February 12. Sans Nerf

came to-day with a part of the clothes

which George, his grandson, wore away.

He stated that the remainder of the cloth-

ing was cut up by the boy's mother be-

fore he knew it. He observed that the

boy was still unwilling to return to the

school, and he thought it best not to

compel him at present. He thinks,

however, that George will eventually re-

turn to us. We told Sans Nerf that his

boy not only ran away himself, but at-

tempted to entice away another of the

boys; and that it was wrong in him to

suffer such conduct, and especially to

allow the clothes to be cut and destroyed.

Such conduct was calculated to defeat

the object for which we came. We should

expect to receive pay for the clothing,

and if it could be procured in no other

way, it must be charged to the Agent of

the tribe, and deducted from the annuity

allowed to them by the government. He
replied that they had given us a great

piece of land, and had not asked any

thing for it
;
and, if we wanted more land,

he would give us another piece for the

clothes which he had not brought back.

He was then told, that it was not the value

of the clothing which we regarded, but

the influence which such conduct would

produce upon the tribe, and upon the

other children committed to our charge.

He was told, that, if the first characters

in the nation allowed their children to

run away, and destroy their clothes, it

would encourage others to do the same
;

that our usefulness among them would in

this case be at an end ; and that we might

as well pack up our goods at once, and go

down the stream. We inquired what we
were to do, in case we lost any of our

goods, and knew that the Osages had

taken them—whether we should have any
way to obtain them again, or should

charge them to the agent, and have the

value of them deducted from their an-

nuity. He replied, that, hitherto, when
the Osages stole any property, they kept
it, and he who stole the most was consi-

dered as the best fellow ; but the rule

should be altered, and the property, in fu-

ture, should be given up. He was then told

that we had lost a box of glass which we
had brought a great distance, for a school-

house, in which to educate their children

;

thatwe were calculating to build the house
soon ; and that we wished him to aid us

in recovering the box, as we had reason

to believe that some of the Osages had
stolen it. He readily answered, that he
knew where it was, and would see it re-

turned. This evening we met for busi-

ness. Brother Montgomery was appoint-

ed Librarian, and directed to arrange the

books in proper order.

Wednesday, February 13.—The parents

of the child which was committed to our
care a few days ago, came for her to-da}',

and we were not able to persuade them
to leave her. This is the sixth child

which has been taken from us in this

manner.

Thursday, February 14.—A team ar-

rived to-day from the Missouri, with pro-

visions. A herd of swine were driven

with the team. We have 44 store hogs,

and nine for butchering. They weighed
6550 lbs. and cost us $\ 75 per cwt. Two
labourers came out for employment, and
we set them to work.

Friday, February 15.—The Lord is still

kind to us, although we live at so great

a distance from him. May kindness and
mercy from the Lord be extended,

through our instrumentality, to the be-

nighted pagans of the wilderness.

Saturday, February 16.—The weather

is very mild, the frost is leaving the ground,

and the river is rising fast. The snow has

been gone some time, and every thing

around us wears the appearance of spring.

Lwd^s Day, February 17.—An Indian

who had never visited the station before,

attended worship with the family. He
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was invited to sup with us. After the

public and family worship for the day and

evening were closed, he remarked, that

it was new to him—he did not know what
it meant, to see white people mourning,

with their heads down— it made his heart

feel mournful too—and he believed there

was some good in it. A conversation at

some length was carried on through the

interpreter. He was told of the creation

of the world ; of its destruction by the

deluge ; of the preservation of Noah and

his family, from whom have sprung all

the inhabitants of the earth ; of the com-

ing of Christ ; and of his sufferings, death,

resurrection, and ascension to heaven for

the salvation of sinners. At the close of

the conversation, the Indian said he had
never heard of Christ, the Saviour, be-

fore, and he would think more of the

subject. That he may be enabled, by the

influences of the Holy Spirit, to know
Christ to the saving of his soul, is our

earnest prayer.

Monday, February 18.—We have a

room fitted up for our Library. This

room is to be occupied as a study, by

either of the ministers, as occasion may
require.

Thursday, February 21.—The weather

for two days has been cold and chilly.

Yesterday it rained heavily through the

day, and this morning we have snow.

The brethren are busily employed in

finishing the slaughter-house and smoke-
house.

Friday, February Q,'^.—Slaughtered nine

hogs, which weighed, when dressed, 2S70
lbs. Another Indian boy has been brought

to the school.

Saturday, February 23.—One of the

hired men has been dismissed this day

for violating some of the rules of the

mission, after having been repeatedly ad-

monished.

Bay, February 24.—Many of

the Indians were present at religious ex

ercises. Brother Montgomery preached

in the morning, and brother Dodge in the

afternoon. At the close of the exercises,

notice was given that a discourse would

be delivered to the Indians on the ensuing

Sabbath.

Monday, February 25.—The labourer

who was dismissed on Saturday, appear-

ed very humble, promised to conduct

himself correctly in future, and expressed

a desire to remain with us a little longer.

Agreed to continue him a week on trial.

Tuesday, February 26.—The ploughs

we brought with us, are too small and

slender for the soil. Our blacksmith and

farmers have manufactured a plough of

suificient size and strength, which, with

an eight cattle team, is now employed in

turning up the surface of the prairie. We
hope to plant, in the course of the spring,

about forty acres of corn.

Thursday, February 28.—This is the

last day of winter, and the Aveather is as

warm as we have ever known it in the

month of April. While we are closing

another day, and another month, may
we be led to inquire bow we have im-

proved them ; and may we be enabled,

in future, to be more circumspect in our

deportment, more devoted to the cause

of our Master, and more faithful in our

efforts to benefit these benighted children

of the forest.

TUSCARORA MISSION.
The Rev. J. C. Crane, to the Domestic

Secretary—June 26, 1822.

I have now entered upon my sixth

year among the Tuscaroras. I have had
my mind more than ordinarily occupied

in reflecting upon my own state, and the

state of my people, by the return of a

period which I have been accustomed to

regard as an appropriate season for a se-

rious review of my labours, a renewed
dedication of my all to God, and a special

attention to the state and prospects of tJie

Mission. I believe the Board, as well

as myself, are persuaded that we have

not " laboured in vain." We have much
reason to hope that more than one, or

two, are now in heaven through faith in

the Gospel which has been preached to

these Indians ; and we believe that others

have entered the straight and narrow way
that will lead them to the same end.

From the grace and promise of our dear

Redeemer, we had reason to expect such
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rewards ; we had reason to expect more
;

and more would have been realized, if

our fidelity had been equal to our mercies.

The principal part of this letter is devoted to

certain plans of iroprovement which have not yet

been examined by the Board, and which it would

therefore be improper now to publish. The letter

closes as follows :

—

I shall write you an account of the sta-

tion in a few days. O, my dear sir, pray

for us, that the arm of the Lord may be

revealed, that the counsels of the wicked

may come to nought, and that the souls

of this poor people may " escape the snares

of the spoilers."

SENECA MISSION.
Jtev. T. S. Harris to the Domestic Secre-

tary—July 18, 1822.

Dear Sir—I herewith send you the

Journal of the Mission to the present date.

It will perhaps be proper to remark, by
way of comment, that the Lord has

greatly encouraged our hopes, and
strengthened our hands, in the midst of

our trials and our labours. O, Sir, if we
had faith as a grain of mustard seed, how
soon would these mountains be made
plains, and the crooked paths straight.

Surely, the Lord unit hasten it in his time.

We hope that the prayers of the Board
will often prevail in our behalf—that we
may be " steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, for-

asmuch as they kno^v our labour shall

not be in vain in the Lord."

Journal.

Indian Council.

Thursday, June 20.—During the pre-

sent semi-annual council, some important

things have occurred, which may have a

favourable influence on the progress of

Christianity among this people. The
communication from government, stating

its determination to encourage civilization

on an extensive scale among the Indians,

was read to the council. It caused great

consternation among the pagan party; and

we hope it may be of great benefit in this

respect, if in no other—to stop the per-

secution against the innocent Christians.

There was one thing, which, we regret

to observe, tended greatly to strengthen

the prejudices of the opposite party. It

was alleged that Mr. Williams, of Onei-

da, had been employed by some specu-

lating brotherhood, to make the late pur-

chase at Green Bay, with a view to the

removal of the Indians. From this cir-

cumstance, Red Jacket took occasion to

expatiate on the treacherous conduct of

Ministers generally, in the severest terms.

However improper his sentence of con-

demnation upon all, for the ofience of

one, may be, still in the minds of a ma-
jority of that partj^ it no doubt passed
for sober reasoning, and undoubted truth.

The result of the council appeared, on
the whole, to be simply this—that both

parties were apparently more determined

to pursue with earnestness their respec-

tive courses. AVe may confidently hope,

that he who rules among the nations will

cause " the wrath of man to praise him,

and that the remainder of wrath he will

restrain ;" that he will bring good out of

evil ; and will humble the proud opposer
at the feet of Jesus. Towards the close

of the council, Pollard made a most able

speech on the subject of adhering to the

Gospel, and of the insufficiency of their

former religion to make them comforta-

ble here or happy hereafter. Red Jacket,

in reply, observed, that he was willing

it should be tried on this reservation, to

see what it could effect ; but as for intro-

ducing it on any of the others, it should

never take place as long as he had strength

to oppose.

Council at the Mission House.

Tuesday, June 25.—The Chiefs met
at the Mission House for the purpose of

informing us what they would do with

respect to embodying their children. This

object, after all our anxiety and prayer, is

at length likely to be attained. Several

things have conspired to retard this busi-

ness. The prejudices of some ofour own
people, the caprice of others, the misun-

derstanding of the Chiefs as to our inten-

tions, and other things, have all been bar-

riers in the way. On this occasion, how-

ever, our intentions have been more fully
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explained ; and there appears a greater charge. We hope we feel desirous to

willingness on the part of the natives to begin every new undertaking with God ;

accede to our measures of instructing the for we know that " those whom He blesses

children. The Chiefs said that Ihey were are blessed indeed, and that He will a-

able to put into our school ten children, venge His own people though He bear

to be entirely under our control, together long with them." We trust that the Lord
with three others from different reserva- has been with us, and encouraged our

tions ; and that the other boys, who had hearts to follow on to know the Lord, to

grown beyond the age prescribed by the press on, " looking not at the things which

Society, should be faithfully sent from are behind, but reaching forth to those

home every day. The number, they re- things which are before."

marked, was less than they wished it Arrival of the Children.

was ; but there was a numerous race of Monday, July 1.—This day our eyes
younger ones, who would soon be of pro- have beheld, with unspeakable pleasure,
per age to be received. They wished and we hope with devout thanksgiving,
these boys to be kept constantly at their jfteen interesting little immortals in the
books ; and for that reason, they were bosom of our "family, and apparently
unwilling to have them instructed in agri- much pleased with their new situation

culture, or engaged in any kind of work, ^^d prospects. For this we have long
The impropriety of such a course was hoped and prayed. O that they may be
shown to them, by saying that it was trained up for God. If our own hearts
contrary to the direction of their Father, deceive us not, it is our most fervent peti-

the President, as they knew from the go- tion to Him, " who is able to pity the
vernment circular which had been read ignorant and them that are out of the
to them so frequently

; that if their plan way," that He would vouchsafe to them
was pursued, the school would loose the His Divine guidance, that they may be
benefit of the annual appropriation of ornaments to the religion of the Saviour
government; that the Board also expect- while they live, and made fit for a holy
ed that the children would be taught to heaven when they die. No doubt many
work and to be industrious, as well as to fervent prayers of the Board, and the
read and write

;
and that the children dear people of God, will ascend for their

would be gainers and not losers by the salvation.
course which the Board had prescribed. Wednesday, July 10.—The number of
They then withdrew their objections, and children admitted to the family has in-
observed, that they had supposed our creased to twenty-three. It is probable,
object was probably to make the children however, that some will not continue
work to pay for the clothes they wore, long. With two or three exceptions, they
and to keep them, therefore, a great part behave well, and are remarkably intel-
of the time m the woods; but now they jiggnt
understood all things perfectly, and they j^i i2._Thig morning several
should deliver the children into our hands ^f the larger boys went home without
to do with them as we saw proper This j^^,^^ ^^^^ the wishes of the
number, they said, would be only the teacher and the chiefs. It requires great
commencement; and we might rest as- patience and much judgment to make
aured, that, in due time, we should re- ^bem obedient.
ceive many more. Monday of next week
was agreed upon for introducing the chil- CATARAUGUS MISSION,
dren to the family. j^j.. Wm. A. Thayer to the Domestic Secret

A Day of Fasting and Prayer. tary—June 10, 1821.

Saturday, June 29.—The family have Dear Sir—In my last from Seneca, I

devoted this day to fasting and prayer in mentioned that the Cataraugus chiefs did

the view of our approaching solemn not arrive on the day expected. They
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came, however, on the succeeding day,

and met in council with the principal of

the Buffalo chiefs at the Seneca Mission

house. The talk was again read. They
expressed their thanks to the Great Spirit

for influencing the good Society in New-
York to send them a teacher. In the

course of the council, it was agreed that

Mr. Harris and myself should soon visit

Cataraugus. We accordingly came up,

and met with the Christian party in coun-

cil on the next Friday. It was truly

pleasing to see the animation and joy

which they manifested on our arrival.

They said it was a good day that had

brought us together. They thanked the

Great Spirit that they were permitted to

see the face of their teacher. They were

glad that the good Society had considered

their case, as their children needed in-

struction ; and they were much pleased

with that part of the talk which mention-

ed the teacher's meeting with them on

the Sabbath, and instructing them out of

the good Book, as that, they thought,

was the most important of all things.

They gave great thanks to the Good
Spirit for his kindness to them this day,

and they would do all in their power to

put up the buildings and help on the

work ; but they would not deceive us

—

their hearts were pained when they

thought of the opposition of the pagan

party to the Gospel.

The pagans held a council on the same
day, and determined that, as they were
the strongest party, they would maintain

their rights, and prevent the Gospel from
coming among them. They hailed us as

we passed their council on our return, and

told us not to bring the Gospel there

;

adding, that if we built on their land,

they would take their axes and hew
down.

During the next week it appeared im-

portant that I should again visit Catarau-

gus. I arrived on Friday the 24th of

May, and requested a general council of

both parties. More than forty assembled

at the council house. After the council

was opened in the usual form, I explained

to them the benevolent views of the good

Society, the interest which its Board of

Managers took in their welfare, and the

particular design for which I was sent to

them. I dwelt particularly on the im-

portance of the instruction of their chil-

dren, expressed my regret at the divi-

sions which prevailed among them, and

mentioned how much more for their in-

terest it would be if they were all engaged

as one party in seeking their own best

good. The pagans replied, with much
firmness, that they desired no assistance,

and were determined with their own
hands to prevent any Missionary from

settling on their lands. This decided

stand of the pagans was very painful to

the Christian party, who are exceedingly

anxious to have schools for their children,

and to be themselves instructed in the

principles of the Christian religion.

At the request of the Christian party,

I remained with them over the Sabbath.

More than thirty met at a convenient

house for worship. It was a very interest-

ing season. To meet with the natives of

the wilderness for Divine worship on the

Lord's day, to see so many heathen listen

with eagerness to the word of God as it

was read and explained, and to witness

the silence and solemnity of all present,

was a scene truly animating, and one

which gave rise to such feelings as I never

before experienced. It was, indeed, a

good day.

On account of the violent opposition

ofthe pagans, the Christian party thought

it not advisable to attempt to build at pre-

sent. They expressed strongly the wish

that I would place my family for the pre-

sent as near to the Reservation as possi-

ble, and would at least spend every Sab-

bath in giving them religious instruction.

Accordingly I made inquiry, and had the

satisfaction to find a commodious dwell-

ing, which was kindly offered for the

summer for a small consideration. It is a

delightful place,situated on a rise ofground,

overlooking the Reservation, about fifty

rods from the Indian line, and three or

four miles from the Indian village where

the Christian party meet for worship.

With the advice of Mr. Harris, and others
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friendly to the cause, I removed to this

place on Friday last. Should the Board

think it proper to erect buildings contigu-

ous to the Reservation, there is a gentle-

man here who will give to the Society

land for the purpose. This would be an

advantageous situation in many respects.

It is within sixty rods of a grist mill and

saw mill. The Indians of both parties

would be glad to be instructed in the me-
chanic arts. I am told that there is not a

blacksmith within several miles, and that a

good man of that line might not only be of

service to the Indians, but, if the Board
thought proper, might do business enough

or nearly enough, for white people, to

support his family, and thereby be the

less burden to the funds of the Board.

The more I see of these Indians, the

more interesting do they appear. Many
of them have called to see me, and some
of them can converse in broken English.

The more intelligent say that God rules all

things well ; that he is able to carry on

his own work ; and that, although the

pagans are bitter and violent in their op-

position to the Gospel and to their own
good, yet the Great Spirit can turn them
round, and make them love good. They
observe that their own party, although

the smallest, is yet the strongest, because

the Great Spirit is with them. I bless

God that he has cast my lot here to la-

bour among these poor Indians ; that 1

have the privilege of meeting with them
on the Sabbath, and of attempting to ex-

plain from the word of God the way of

life. I ask an interest in your prayers,

that I may have grace faithfully to dis-

charge my duties, and that I may be in-

strumental of doing some good among
the perishing heathen.

Joint letterfrom Mr. Thayer and the Rev.

Mr. Harris—July 8, 1822.

Dear Sir—The Missionary appointed

by the Board to this station esteems it a

privilege to acknowledge the goodness of

God, for so wide a door of entrance a-

mong this truly interesting people as is

already presented ; but he regrets to

state that even yet there appear obstacles

of a serious kind, which remain to be sur-

mounted before his own wishes and the

expectations of the Board can be fully

realized. When the way shall be made
clear for a successful commencement of

Missionary operations, is known only to

Him " who has the hearts of all men in

his hands, and can turn them as the rivers

of water are turned."

You will recollect that in the last com-
munication to the Board from this sta-

tion, it was stated that owing to the vio-

lent opposition manifested by the party

opposed to the residence of any white

men on their lands, it was judged best by
ourselves, as'well as by the chiefs of the

Christian party, not to commence build-

ing on the Reservation for the present,

believing we should subject ourselves to

very serious inconvenience if we did.

Considering, also, that accommodations

of a very superior kind could be obtained

for a temporary residence without the

line, it was thought to be duty not to en-

croach unnecessarily upon the feelings of

any of the natives ; and without a recon-

ciliation between the contending parties,

we cannot, as yet, perceive it to be poli-

tic to push our operations within the line

of the Indian country. The over-ruling

Providence of God may in time render

this measure proper ; but at present we
are afraid of the consequences, as in such

case we may so embitter the majority of

the natives against us, as for ever to pre-

clude the success of our exertions among
them. "VVe are, on the whole, disposed

to think that, among some disadvantages,

there would be many advantages gained

by having the establishment located with-

out the precincts of the Indian land, pro-

vided a suitable situation could be select-

ed for the purpose, and provided also it

would meet the approbation of the Board.

We think that in such a case the Mis-

sionary would, in many respects, be more
independent, and his influence over the

natives of much greater extent, than to

erect the necessary buildings on the Re-
servation. There would be another ad-

vantage in having the children brought

out of the midst of their parents, and out
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of the reach ofmany temptations and the

force of pernicious examples
;
and, if any

thing should hereafter occur, by which a

rehnquishment of the buildings was ne-

cessary, they would be continually in-

creasing in value. To this may be added

the hope of reconciling the opposite party

to our intentions. The principal difficulty

wMl be in procuring a cheap and elegible

situation. In the last communication,

mention was made of an individual who
would gratuitously afford a building lot

for an establishment ; but on being point-

ed out, it is found not to be of sufficient

dimensions to answer the purpose.

The Board will see, that we feel our-

selves in a considerable dilemma, by not

being privileged with a residence on the

land, and by not feeling a sufficient free-

dom to commence operations without the

line, without previously consulting them
on the subject.

The Indians of the Christian party are

exceedingly anxious to have us com-
mence the school immediately.

We have this day attended a very in-

teresting council with the Chiefs of the

Christian party ; in which they have ex-

pressed to us their entire approbation of

the Missionary locating without the line,

at least for the present, although they

could wish that he was placed, according

to the expectation of the Society, in the

midst of their village and on their land
;

yet they hope that the measure proposed

may be one great means of cooling the

resentment of the pagans, and introduc-

ing something of a reconciliation. They

declare, that if it is at all possible to be-

gin the school immediately, twenty- one

children are ready for admission into Mr.

Thayer's family, who shall be placed en-

tirely at his control, and kept constantly

employed in those various operations

which it is our intention to carry into

effect. They also say, that since the

Teacher and the Board have been so

much disappointed in their benevolent

intentions among them, owing to the 06-

stinacy, jealousy, and unbelief of a part

of their nation ; and have incurred in-

creased expense on their account, they

are determined to do all they can to help

along the good cause ; and for this pur-

pose, they have obligated themselves to

furnish above 100 bushels of grain and a

dozen hogs, for the support of their chil-

dren in Mr. T's. family. Now, to meet
this intense desire of the Chiefs to have
the school commence immediately, as

well as to await a more special interposi-

tion ofProvidence,in determining the pro-

priety of making a permanent establish-

ment either within or without the Indian

lands, it is a question in our own minds,
whether it would not be best to defer

building for the present season, and rent

the house now occupied by the Mission

family for one year, commencing with

next November. The house is exceed-

ingly large and convenient in every res-

pect, the situation healthful and pleasant,

and but a few rods from the Indian line.

On this subject, we hope the Board will

send us a communication as soon as pos-

sible.

iFoveffln l^nUlliQtntt.

ANNIVERSARIES IN LONDON.
The following account of the Religious Anniversaries celebrated in

London, from the 24th of April to the 16th of May, we have com-
piled from the Church Missionary Register, and the London Missionary

Chronicle.

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. the Parent Institution, that of the Lon-
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY. don District Auxiliary was held at Great

Preparatory to the annual meeting of Queen-street Chapel, on Wednesday,
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April the 24th ; Lancelot Haslope, Esq.

in the chair. A collection was made,
amounting to 6S/.

Three Anniversary Sermons were also

preached—the first at Spitalfields Chapel,

on Thursday Evening, April the 25th, by

the Rev. John James, of Halifax, from

Psalm ii. 6—8.—the second, at Great

Queen-street Chapel, on Friday Morn-
ing, by the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, from
Acts xxvi. 18.—and the third, at the Ci-

ty-Road Chapel, on Friday Evening, by

the Rev. Henry Moore, of Bristol, from

1 Cor. i. 21. The collection at these

three sermons were 1 3GZ.

On Sunday, April the 28th, sermons
were also preached in various Chapels, in

London and its immediate neighbour-

hood, to the number of fifty-eight, after

which upward of 57 8Z. was collected.

The annual meeting of the Society took
place on Monday morning, April the

29th, at the City-Road Chapel
; Joseph

Butterworth, Esq. M. P. in the chair.

The meeting was opened with prayer, by
the President of the last Conference of

the Wesleyan Society, the Rev. George
Marsden.

The Report having been read by the

Rev. Jabez Bunting, one of the Secreta-

ries, resolutions were respectively moved
and seconded—by Lord Gambier ; and
James Stephen, Esq. Jun.—by Edward
Phillips, Esq. High Sherifi'of the County
of Wilts; and the Rev. G. Collison, of

Hackney—by the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff

;

and the Rev. Theophilus Blumhardt, of

Basle—by the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke;

and J. H. Harrington, Esq.—by the Rev.
S. Lowell, of Bristol ; and Lieutenant

Gordon, R. N.—by the Rev. G. Marsden,
of Leeds ; and the Rev. H. Moore, of

Bristol—by the Rev. John James, of Ha-
lifax ; and Francis Morris, Esq. of Man-
chester—and by James Wood, Esq. of

Manchester; and Richard Smith, Esq.

of London.
After the adoption of the Report, the

following resolution was passed :

—

That this meeting, deeply affected with

the moral wretchedness of a great part of

mankind, and encouraged by the effects

produced wherever Christianity has been

faithfully preached, and its institutions of

piety and mercy established, and espe-

cially considering the extensive access to

the Heathen world which is afiforded in

the present day, and that in many places

even Pagans themselves are anxiously de-

sirous of instruction by Christian Mis-

sionaries, solemnly pledges itself to renew

its exertions in providing the means of a

more extensive ministration of the Gos-

pel of Christ to the religious wants of

their fellow-men.

From the votes of thanks to the So-

ciety's friends, we select the following as

indicative of the state of the Missions in

various quarters :

That the most respectful thanks of the

Society are specially due to his Excellen-

cy Major General Sir Edward Barnes, K.

C. B. late Lieutenant Governor of Ceylon,

for the kind encouragement given by him
to our Mission in that Island ; and for the

facilities afforded by him to the introduc-

tion of Christianity into the Kandian ter-

ritory, by the establishment of a Mission

at Kornegalle—to Major General Sir

Lachlan Macquarrie, late Governor of

New South Wales, for his constant coun-

tenance of our Mission there since its

commencement ; and for several acts of

liberality, in the grant of land for the erec-

tion of Chapels—to Major General Sir

Samford Whittingham, late Governor of

the Island of Dominica, for the special

interest taken by him in the extension of

religious instruction to the Negroes ofthat

Colony—to Major General Sir Rufane

Donkin, K. C. B. late Lieutenant Gover-

nor of the Cape of Good Hope, for the

liberty granted by him for the instruction,

by our Missionaries, of the Slaves in Cape

Town, and for other facilities given to the

spread of Christianity in South Africa

—

to his Excellency Brigadier General Sir

Charles Mac Carthy, Governor of Sierra

Leone, the steady friend of the moral

and religious improvement of Western

Africa—and to all our Countrymen, who,
in various official and influential situa-

tions abroad, have afiforded encourage-

ment to Missionaries, and forwarded
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their benevolent designs by their advice

and patronage.

The collection at the meeting was about

140/. Donations connected with the meet-

ing carried the sum up to 424?.

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
TWENTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY.

The annual sermon was preached on

Monday evening the 29th of April, at

St. Bride's Church, Fleet-street, by the

Rev. Marmaduke Thompson, M. A. Chap-

lain of the Hon. the East-India Company
on the Madras Establishment—from

John, iv, 34—36. Mr. Thompson consi-

dered the causes of that joy which affect-

ed the Blessed Redeemer, at the pros-

pect of a people prepared to receive Him,
as arising— 1. From His zeal for the di-

vine glory—2. From his own awful ap-

prehension of the condition of those who
know not God, and His ardent desire for

their salvation—S. From His knowledge
of the certain efficacy of the Gospel, as

the means of salvation to all who should
believe.

In applying the subject to the work of

Missions, the Preacher drew the follow-

ing picture of the state of India, of which
he had himself been an eye-witness :

—

Look around upon the fields which oc-

cupy the cares of the Church Missionary
Society. Comprehending a population

of many mj-riads of our fellow-creatures

and fellow-subjects, they exhibit to us,

every where, through all the shores of

the Mediterranean, from Africa to New
Zealand, from West to Ea«t— the most af-

fecting, the mostappalJing spectacles of sin

and wretchedness —of dishonour to God,

and of human degradation and perdition.

My Brethren, I speak strongly 1

speak, let it be remembered, as an eye-

witness ! For thirteen years, and upward,

my lot has lain among the Heathen

—

among even the most civilized portion of

them, in India. What you have shuddered

but to hear, I have often shuddered to be-

hold—and the remembrance is indelible !

Not, however, to exhaust your time

in adding to those tales of horror, of mo-
ral turpitude, of ahominahle Idolatries,

and devouring superstitions, which are

familiar to you through many valuable

publications, let me declare to you so-

lemnly, from this sacred place, that

scarcely could we frame a record res-

pecting India too piteous—too degrading

—too base

!

There are those, I know, who would
persuade you to think differently. Pow-
erfully as these persons have oftentimes

been refuted—disproved as their allega-

tions are, by many open and notorious

facts, especially that of the almost total

absence of moral culture in those native

schools which are under exclusive native

management, by the known wickednesses

of their religious fables and rites, and by
the complaints and reproaches, on these

accounts, of their own wri ters—let it suf-

fice me, for the present, to add my own
to the many strong and mournful testimo-

nies to the enormities of the gods, the

worship, the priests, and the people of

India—and, for you. Christians! let no
contradictions of false or misguided Bre-

thren rob us of your sympathy and con-

fidence, which are our comfort in many
labours and tribulations.

On the encouragements offered by In-

dia, Mr. Thompson thus speaks :—
We will ti"n, however, from this view.

Lift up, then, your eyes, and behold the

fields as they appear, not in their own
native shades, but in connection with

Christian Missionaries. I must not at-

tempt to lead you over the wide survey

which we might take with delight: I

must still contract your view to a part

only—that interesting part—the vast and
prolific fields of India. There the scene

presented to us is distinctly that of a
people now brought, from various causes,

to a state of mental excitement unknown
for ages ; and every where welcoming in-

structers. I speak of a fact, evidenced

and authenticated by the most sensible

alterations in the tone and habits of men
of all casts, from the Brahmin to the Pa-

rian—by the eager desire of multitudes

for instruction—by combinations of the

learned and affluent among them with

ourselves, in school and school-book so-
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cieties—by the writings and numerous
disciples of native reformers—and by the

testimony of the Missionaries of every

society to the respect and attention of

willing crowds to the preaching of the

Gospel, and the readiness with which

parents of every cast commit to them

the education of their sons.

The annual meeting Was held on Tues-

day the SOth of April, at twelve o'clock,

in Freemasons' Hall ; Lord Gambler, the

President, in the chair.

The report was read by the Secretary

;

and the meeting was addressed by the

Treasurer, on the state of the funds. The
receipts of the year had exceeded those
of the year preceding, by about 2000Z.

;

and the payments, as will be seen by the

following abstract, had nearly equalled

the receipts.

Receipts of the Year.

Paid direct to the society :— L.
Congregational collections, 555
Benefactions,

Annual subscriptions,

School Fund,
Legacies,

Contributions through me-
dium of associations,

28,135 19

Deductexpenses, 1,019 1

s.

4

1788 9

155i 14

150 10

482 0

0

27,116 la

Interest on Government se-

curities, 1,327 13 9

Total, £32,975 9 7

Payments of the Year.

Missions :

—

West Africa, 2230 12 1

Mediterranean, 904 8 7

North India, 2730 4 4
South India, 6814 16 1

Western India, 368 9 5

Ceylon, 3009 13 6

Australasia, 5649 17 6

West Indies, 500 4 8

North-west America, 80 0 0

Remittance, in dollars. to

the South India Mission,

for 1822, 1000 0 0

Investment to meet a grant

to the Bishop's College at

Calcutta, for 1822,

Grant to the Episcopal Mis-

sionary Society of the

United States,

Missionaries and students :—

Maintenance, education,

&c.

Basle Institution,

Disabled Missionaries,wi-

dows, and families.

Purchase of premises at

Islington,

Books,

Publications :

—

Translating and printing

the Scriptures and
Tracts,

Printing 9500 copies of

the twenty-first annual

publication,

Purchase of 81,000 num-
bers of the Missionary

Register, at cost price,

chiefly for the use of
collectors,

Printing quarterly papers,

for the use of the week-
ly and monthly contri-

butors.

Miscellaneous Printing,

Sundries—including adver-

tisements, postage, car-

riage, rent, taxes, sala-

ries, poundage, and in-

cidentals.

L. s. d.

1000 0 0

200 0 0

1546 6 2
315 0 0

240 19 9

529 14 0

198 0 0

282 5 S

1435 7 10

1005 10 8

531 11 2
70 18 10

2252 18 4

Total, £32,896 18 2

Funded Property.

Besides the investment of lOOoZ. for
the use of the Bishop's College at Cal-
cutta, the Society possesses the following
stock—amounting to somewhat more
than half a year's expenditure.

Reduced 3 per cents. 6000^.—Consols
3 per cents. 14,800Z.—Exchequer Bills,

1500Z.

The resolutions were moved and se-

conded—by the Earl of Rocksavage ; and
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the Rev. W. Dealtry, of Clapham—by
Lord Calthorpe ; and the Rev. Theophi-

lus Bkimhardt, Inspector of the Mission-

ary Seminary at Basle—by W. Wilber-

force, Esq. M.P. ; and the Rev. J. W.
Cunningham, of Harrow—by John Her-

bert Harington, Esq. of Calcutta ; and T.

Fowell Buxton, Esq. M. P.—and by the

Rev. John Langley, Secretary of the

Shropshire Church Missionary Associa-

tion ; and the Rev. John Brown, late of

Belfast. A concluding resolution ofthanks

was moved by the Earl of Gosford, and

seconded by the Rev. James Haldane

Stewart.

The collections amounted to S89Z. 75.

—of which tlie sum of 221/. 195. Id. was

given at the Church, and that of 167/. 75.

5rf. at the meeting. The collection at the

church included two sums of 50/. and 20/.

sent by friends who could not attend.

We shall give a brief abstract of some

of the addresses delivered at the meet-

ing :—
Lord Gamhier.

Ladles and Gentlemen—I most res-

pectfully and cordially congratulate you

on your being assembled together this

day, on this blessed occasion, to partici-

pate in the heavenly work before us.

Every Anniversary of our Institution

brings us renewed cause for lively grati-

tude and praise.

If we view the progress of Christianity

uithin these last very few years, we can-

not fail to acknowledge that the cause of

the glorious Gospel is increasing through-

out the world. Through the instrumen-

tality of your Missionaries, and the Mis-

sionaries of kindred Institutions, the light

of Divine Truth is spreading into the re-

motest corners of the earth: Heathens

are coming to its brightness, and are

turned from the power of Satan unto

God. Wider fields are opening to the

labours of Missionaries, and fresh sources

supply the means of carrying on this

blessed work. Ethiopia is stretching out

her hands unto God, and the kingdoms

of this world are becoming the Kingdom
of our Lord and of his Christ.

Here, then, is abundant cause for our

thankfulness. Let us offer to the Lord
an humble tribute of praise, while we
pray for His blessing on the work of our

hands. Let us from the heart say-
Blessing, and honour, and praise, and
holy and thankful worship, be rendered

unto the Father of Mercies, throughout

all the world, for ever and ever ; for great

and marvellous are His ways, and holy

is His name ! Let the people praise Thee,

0 Lord ! yea, let all the people praise

Thee. Serve the Lord with fear, and
rejoice with trembling.

The report having been read by the

Secretary, the Treasurer addressed the

Meeting.

John Thornton, Esq.

My Lord—The Report has so fully

anticipated the remarks which I would
have made on the state of our funds, that

1 have but little to say in my character

as Treasurer of the Society. It is, how-
ever, very satisfactory to be able to state,

that, after a regular increase of several

years, they have continued to advance in

the last year. At first sight. My Lord,

it might excite our surprise, when we
consider the circumstances of the times

in which we live, that so large a sum as

thirty-three thousand pounds should be

poured into our treasury in the past year.

But on Avhat depends the support of In-

stitutions like these ? Is it on caprice, or

impulse, or passion? No, My Lord; this

stream of benevolence springs from the

perennial source of Christian Love ! We
have heard an instance of this in the Re-
port just read, in the case of the Negro
woman in Sierra Leone, who, having re-

ceived benefit from the Gospel herself,

could not rest till she had brought others

to partake with her therein : and this, My
Lord, as we confidently trust and believe,

is the true cause of the increase in our

funds : and so far from being surprised at

this increase, I must confess that I, for one,

expect still more, from the continued and
grow ing infiuence of this divine principle.

Rev. Willimii Dealtry.

My Lord—One of the most important
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parts of the world visited by this Society

is the East Indies. I will not remark on

the statement which we have heard, that

•'pheres for labour are opening faster than

iissionaries can be procured—nor on the

impressive letter of the metropolitan of

the Syrian Church to the Society—nor

on that of the Rev. Joseph Fenn, so ani-

mating in its details and its prospects, in

reference to the Syrian Church. But

there is another letter, which we have

heard, addressed by the Governor Gene-

ral of India to your Lordship ;
and, ad-

verting to the statements of that letter,

I would ask what must be the character

of a population where no moral principles

are inculcated on the rising generation :

—

what the children educated in sucli na-

tive schools must become, in advancing

to maturity, every one can tell. Thou-

sands of these children, who would grow

up, but for our exertions, in entire igno-

rance of all that is really good, are in-

structed in sound principles, and are thus

training for the kingdom of heaven.

I would allude to another circumstance

mentioned in the report—I mean the [)e-

nevolent spirit of the Christian negroes

collected in the settlements in Sierra

Leone. It struck me, while hearing the

statements respecting these lately-libera-

ted slaves, that if it had occurred in the

pages of ancient ecclesiastical history,

that some traveller had lighted upon a

people, so anxious for religious instruc-

tion, and so devoted to their worship,

that they attended daily in great numbers

at Morning and Evening Prayers—that

they exhibited their Christian charity in

a way so remarkable, that, when some

outcasts landed on their coast, they ran

to them, pouring as it were oil and wine

into their wounds, carrying them on their

backs to their town, and supplying them

with every necessary—this would be a

fact to which we should allude, as one of

the most interesting which the page of

history could produce. We should have

said, " Happy are the people under the

influence of a spirit like this ! and happy

are the spectators of scenes like these!"

But, My Lord, this is an event of our own

day ! There is now such a Goshen, where

the inhabitants have light in their dwell-

ing ! There is an Oasis of this kind, even

in the deserts of Africa !

As a proof of the power of the Gos-
pel, I would recall to your recollec-

tion the statement of the report, that

these Negroes had been under Christian

instruction only for the short period of

four years. Well might the naval officer

who accompanied Sir Charles MacCarthy
on a visit to Gloucester Town express his

astonishment at this fact ; and well did

Sir Charles reply, that this was the effect

of Christianity, for no such effect could

be produced by any other means.

I am very unwilling to trespass long

upon your time ; but I would say a word
upon the neAvly-adopted American Mis-

sion of the Society—a Mission, on which

I cannot enlarge ; but I would state, that,

in no part of the world, is the want of

Missionaries greater than among the wan-
dering tribes of the American Indians

—

in no part of the world is there greater

anxiety for Missionaries—in no part of

the world are there greater facilities for

carrying on the work in which we are

engaged.

Lord Calthorpe,

My Lord—I cannot help hailing, with

great satisfaction, the labours of this in-

stitution, not merely on account of the

immediate and direct effects which it

produces, but on account of that reflect

influence which the success of these la-

bours has upon ourselves. Our Missions

accomplish no insignificant purpose, if,

by the evidence which we have from

facts of the constant faith, hope, and love

of those who are converted by their la-

bours, a sort of reflux tide is poured back

on ourselves, and we are awakened to

gratitude, consolation, and assurance, and
are even enlightened and instructed.

I have felt gratified, also, at hearing it

mentioned in the report, that fresh con-

tributions have been made by the Societ}',

for the purpose of carrying on the work
of education in India : and I am the more
induced to advert to this subject, because
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I think it has been made in a publication

which has very considerable circulation,

rather an unfair snbject of reflection on this

institution, that it has not appropriated a

larger proportion of its funds for schools,

or for institutions formed for carr^^ng on

the great work of education. My Lord,

I would never underrate the value of edu-

cation ; but I cannot forget, that all in-

struction must be in vain, as to any high

and holy purpose, without the converting

grace of the Holy Spirit. I would not

undervalue the high endowments and ac-

quirements of the human mind, or the

advantages which learning may supply

to religious agents ; but I must remember,
that all these belong to Christianity as a

matter of right, because that which forms

the crown and perfection of every thing

that is really great and valuable in this

world, belongs essentially and unalienably

to Christianity ; and it was by most im-

pious and daring usurpation, that the great

enemy of our souls claimed them and

called them his ! I can never forget. My
Lord, that though the triumph of a lite-

rary mind won to Christianity is no mean
triumph, yet that Christianity boasts of

still higher and more splendid triumphs

than these, in the case of the poor Hea-

then, enslaved by the Prince of Darkness

—by him, who, in the awful language of

Scripture, is called the God of this world

;

that hateful tyrant, who seemed to gra-

tify a capricious and sportive spirit of ty-

ranny, in calling on beings possessing im-

mortal souls to worship him in every

shape and form which a degraded ima-

gination and degraded ingenuity could

devise. The highest triumph of Chris-

tianity is, when it brings creatures so

degraded as we find that they have

been, not only to renounce their gross

idolatry, but to lament, even with tears,

their remaining and lingering attachment

to the things of time. When they are so

brought, then, I confess, I more clearly,

in such a triumph, recognise the spirit of

Him, who, when He first opened His

mouth in blessings upon earth, proclaimed

the very first blessing, the very first pro-

mise, to ihe poor in Spirit-^of Him, who,

in that memorable hour in ivhich we arc

told He rejoiced in spirit, in that hour

which cast, as it were, a transient ray of

gladness over a life other^vise full of grief

and sorrow, triumphed in this language

—

/ thank thee, O 'Father, Lord of Heaven

and Earth, that thou hast hid these things

from the wise and prudent, and hast re-

vealed them unto babes.

Though, therefore, My Lord, I would

estimate the progressive system of in-

struction in human knowledge as it eught

to be estimated by rational creatures, yet

I should tremble to set any value on
such means, if I found them at all brought

into competition with that sovereign

grace, which creates as it were its own
means.

The success which has attended the

labours of this Society will insure for it

an increasing degree of public regard

—

success proclaimed in most striking and
afiecting terms, as we have this day heard

—the more affecting, because the feelings

have been conveyed to us, though cer-

tainly in language in itself imperfect, j'et

possessing that perfection which human
eloquence often fails to produce, of strik-

ing directly to the heart. When we find

these poor natives of Africa proclaiming

their faith and contrition of heart, in lan-

guage which every one acquainted with

Christianity recognises as giving unques-

tionable proof of heart-felt acquaintance

with Scripture, then I think. My Lord,

the more poor, the more despised, the

more sunk in the scale of civilized and

social beings these poor creatures have

been, the more should we hail them as

most triumphant pledges of redeeming

love.

Rev. Theophilus Blumhardt.

My Lord—In this happy moment of

my life, with which a gracious Provi-

dence is now favouring me, I cannot but

indulge a wish that I might be allowed, in

my mother tongue, to give utterance to

those feelings of admiration and joy, for

which I am unable to find right terms in

the English language ; but you are satis-

fied with the overflowings of the heart,

which exults in being a favoured witness



02 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. [August,

of a festival, the object of which has, for

twenty years, engaged the best hours of

my existence.

I might justly fear, My Lord, to in-

trude upon the precious moments of this

Assembly, if it had not been made to me
a sacred duty, by the Protestant iMission-

ary Society on the Continent, publickly

to express to you the feelings of respect-

ful gratitude which animate the hearts of

its members toward your Institution, with

which we have the honour to be inti'

mately connected.

Six years have elapsed, My Lord, since

our smaller Institution began. Admira-

tion of the glorious success with which

the Lord had been pleased to crown the

operations of British Christians, and the

spirit of Christian Zeal to take a share in

this great and wonderful work of our

times, kindled a desire among a small

number of Christian friends at Basle
;

and, under the Divine Influence, they felt

themselves inclined to begin an Institu-

tion for training Missionaries. In the

year 1816, memorable for its distressing

drought, this Institution was commenced
with two pious young men, who are now
engaged under your direction in India.

Soon after, eight others joined us ; and

the goodness of God provided for them
in the days of famine.

It was your Society, My Lord, which

first came forward in support of our small

Institution. The number of our Conti-

nental friends began to increase ; and we
beheld, in a short time, united by the

bonds of Christian charity, an increasing

number of cheerful supporters of a cause
for which their hearts were concerned.

Thus we were enabled to double the num-
ber of our Students.

But our Institution was not to stop

here. What we had scarcely deemed
practicable, considering the geographical

situation of the Protestant Churches on
the continent, being encouraged by the

striking appearance of a mysterious Pro-
vidence, and cherished by an impulse
from your Society, our friends on the

continent resolved to attempt. They de-

termined to unite themselves into a Mis-

sionary Society, and so to take a part in

this great and glorious work of the Lord.

In Switzerland, in the southern and

northern parts of Germany, in Prussia,

and among the Protestants in France,

Auxiliary Missionary Societies arose in

multitudes ; and what we had scarcely

ventured to indulge in imagination, we be-

held realized before our astonished eyes,

with the deepest emotions of gratitude to

the Lord, whoseName is wonderful. We
beheld servant-maids, and Avidows, and

orphans, offering, with the greatest cheer-

fulness, their little savings
;
young ladies

their trinkets, and careful matrons their

long-cherished bridal ornaments, to sup-

port our Christian Society ; and so we
have been enabled, by the hand of our

God and Saviour, to send out Seven

Missionaries into the countries bordering

on the Black and Caspian Seas.

The publications of your Society, My
Lord, have furnished the principal ma-
terials by which this holy flame has been

kindled among thousands and tens of

thousands of our brethren on the conti-

nent. May the Almighty Head of the

Church abundantly bless your Society,

and crown the work of your hands with

large success, through the unsearchable

riches of His grace ! May it be lasting

as the rocks of Albion ; and long con-

tinue to cheer and animate Christians on
the continent, as those rocks do the ap-

proaching mariner, when, after a dark

and tempestuous night, his enraptured

eye beholds them rising from the deep,

irradiated by all the glories of a morning

sun !

William Wilherforce, Esq. M. P.

My Lord—I obey your Lordship's call

the more willingly, because it comes from

one with whom my heart is used to vibrate

in unison, whenever he touches the string.

It is most instructive and encouraging,

My Lord, to see how the purposes of the

Almighty are carried into execution ; and
in what way it pleases Him to bless be-

nevolent designs, so as to make them
produce their beneficent effects—effects

which were not in our contemplation.

We sent, for example, some wretched
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outcasts to a distant country, as criminals

not fit to live any longer in our own—we
constituted a Community of Convicts !

But, blessed be God ! there was that de-

gree of attention to religion in our nation,

that we did not send them without send-

ing Chaplains to instruct them
;

that,

when no longer in the career of vice, but

humbled and brought low, they might lis-

ten to the truths of the Gospel. And
what has been the issue ? The Chaplains

have not only been a blessing in the scene

which they were appointed to occupy
;

but how has the present Principal Chap-
lain of New South Wales been honoured,

as a chief instrument of establishing the

Gospel in some of the Islands of the

Southern Seas, and in obtaining a firm

footing for our own Missions in the vast

Islands of New Zealand !

My Lord—When the history of this

Society shall come hereafter to be read,

and the history of these times to be re-

viewed, and it shall be considered what
was our former intercourse, and what is

our present connexion with the colony of

Sierra Leone, I know not any thing which
will tend, in so signal a degree, to esta-

blish the truth of Christianity, and to call

from our descendants the most grateful

acknowledgments for our being the in-

struments of effecting that blessed change
which we witness. Not many years have

passed since the claims of the wretched
natives of Africa to the character of men
was denied : they were declared to be of

an inferior species, like the ourang-outang

of their forests : but now, under the bless-

ed influence of Christianity, they can esta-

blish the highest claim of man ; and can

lisp, even in our tongue, however imper-

fectly, their grateful praises, which, united

with those in higher ranks of life—for the

heart speaks but one language to the

Author of its being—are received by An-
gels, and carried to heaven itself, where
they join with accordant voices.

It was, indeed, delightful to hear a
friend of mine quoting that striking pas-

sage of Scripture, in which the Divine Be-
ing, claiming his own prerogative of sove-

reign power and unsearchable wisdom,

declares that the wrath of man should

praise Him ; that is, that even those pur-

poses which may be deemed to be the

most in opposition to Him, purposes

formed in fraud and cruelty, should be

rendered subservient to His glory

How strikingly is this the case, in the

instance of those poor creatures who
were the victims of the Slave Trade

!

How little did they think, who planned

the expedition to carry these oppressed

people from their native villages into dis-

tant bondage, that they should be made
the instruments of bringing these people

to Sierra Leone, in order that they might

be raised to the high character of Chris-

tians, and made partakers of our greatest

blessings ! Truly may it be said, in this

instance, the wrath of man shall praise

God!
And we find that even those, whose at-

tention has not formerly been called to

objects of this nature, are lost in wonder.

It has pleased God to give us, in that

country, a Governor, of benevolence un-

exampled ; who seems, from morning to

night, to forget the nature of the climate

and his own period of life, and to be as

active as the youngest man in the most
healthy country has ever been found

:

Sir Charles Mac Carthy has been over-

come, as it w ere, by the triumphs of re-

ligion ; and he thinks, as indeed he well

may, that no power on eartii could pro-

duce such effects. We have the same
testimony too from Sir George Collier

—

not in conversation merely, but in an Of-

ficial Report, in which he states that he
had been present at religious assemblies

in many countries in different parts of

the world, but that he never saw religious

worship performed with greater serious-

ness and solemnity than among these

Christian negroes.

When we consider these blessed tri-

umphs, how can we but rejoice that it

has pleased God to give us any share in

this good work—how can we but go for-

ward, with still greater efforts, to produce
more widely these beneficent effects

!

It has been said, that there is, in every

dark prospect, some luminous spot, on
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which the eye loves to stay, as that which
gives it more delight than the rest of the

picture; and I confess, that those, to

which my eye is always drawn, as the

excellency and glory of our times, are

those Missionary attempts, which, in

Africa, and in India, and in other places,

are made for the benefit of man : and if

I look, on the other hand, at the com-
mencement of these efforts, I scarcely

know on which I dwell with the greatest

delight. It was, indeed, a small seed

that we planted at first ; and it seemed
to be visited somewhat rudely by the

cold: but it has swelled and increased:

its branches have extended to the East

and the West, to the North and the

South : its foliage is ample and abundant:

and its fruit is pleasant to the ej^e and

sweet to the taste, and its leaves are for

the healing of the nations.

But a day is coming, when this spec-

tacle itself will be outdone ! May we all

there witness with joy the numberless

converts from all parts of the world as-

sembling together, and in one temple of

the Almighty uniting in ascribing to Him
all glory for evermore ! I can conceive

of our Johnsons then coming from one

part, and our Morrisons from another,

and our Marsdens from a third ; and their

various converts assembling as the joy

and crown of Him who had been their

friend, their teacher, and their guide be-

low, and entering into the everlasting

happiness which awaits the blessed. Oh,

it does us good. My Lord, to look for-

ward to that day.

But we have known only the joyous

part of our solemnity : there are those,

who, in this work, have been called to

labour hard and to suffer much ; but they

are conscious of that great truth, that the

things which are seen are temporal^ but the

things which are not seen are eternal.

They can say, with the Great Apostle,

who, for thirty years was himself an

evidence of what he declared

—

J reckon

that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to he compared ivith the glory

that shall be revealed.

Rev. John William Cunningham.
My Lord—One of the most illustrious

ministers of state in this country, after

listening to arguments on his own side of

the question in the House of Commons,
with most distinguished generosity said

that he would not press the house to a

division while they were under the wand
of the enchanter : and though I would be

very far from adopting the appearance of

flattery, in speaking of our honourable

and beloved friend, who has just submit-

ted a resolution to the meeting, yet I can

truly say that I wish, for my own sake,

that I might rest this motion on the ob-

servations which he has made. One re-

mark, however, I may be permitted to

make with reference to the scene of our
labours noticed in the resolution which I

rise to second.

In proposing Africa for its first object,

this society did not choose the field where
others had conquered, nor follow where
they were most likely to boast of their

triumphs; but the place on which Chris-

tians in name had been irjflicting the deep-

est injuries. There they entered on their

labours, in a spot of the earth deserted

by others ; and thither they sent their

labourers to endeavour to convert it into

a garden of the Lord.

It occurred to me, my lord, while lis-

tening to the report and the addresses
which have been delivered, that I would
call the attention of the meeting to some
assaults which have been made on this

institution during the past year. Charges
of a serious nature were alleged.

One charge, for instance, was this—

>

that this Society prefers sentiment to fact.

That we do not cast off sentiment, I feel

thankful to Almighty God; because it is

the very intention of facts that they
should produce sentiment: and we are
not enthusiasts in sentiment, till it can be
proved that we have no basis for them

;

but if there be such basis, then the ex-

pression of sentiment is only the expres-

sion of affection, in those whose hearts

are so full, that out of their abundance

the mouth speaketh. My Lord J we arc



1S22.] CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

SO far from disclaiming these sentiments,

that it is the regret of every heart that

we cannot feel more deeply and speak

more strongly ; and if I had a thousand

voices, far from wishing to merge one

sentiment in deference to a world which
does not regard sentiments of this kind, I

would raise them all
;
and, while 1 have

so much to be thankful for in the history

of these Institutions, I would say, Lei

every one that hath breath praise the Lord

!

If we are asked what our sentiments are,

I would answer—They are sentiments of

gratitude to God, and of love to all man-
kind.

It has been said, my Lord, that our
want of more abundant success is to be

attributed to our strictness. We have
been told—"You must make the test of

receiving Christianity easier : you must
not require too much from your converts:

if there be a desire to profess Christiani-

ty, you should be satisfied: if men are

willing to be baptized into the Name of

Christ, that ought to satisfy you." I have
been accustomed to think, my Lord, that

it has been the most marked distinction

between Protestant and Catholic mission-

aries, that, instead of adding to our num-
bers nominal converts, we will not be sa-

tisfied with baptism in name, without the

baptism of the Spirit; and, on this prin-

ciple, we would hope, that, if we have

not multitudes of Christians in name to

add to the catalogue, yet the Christians

whom we have should be Christians in

deed and in truth : and, on this very
ground, I am anxious to come here, in

common with others, and earnestly to

call on the committee and the officers of

this Institution, not to be swayed by the

low and worldly policy on which some
men would have them to act ; and I own
I should hear with great regret that they

had lowered down the standard a single

inch, or had given up one of those lines

and distinctions of Christianity which
they have judged to be established in the

Word of God. Let them proceed as

they have begun : we honour their care and
vigilance : and though they should tell

us, year after year, that their converts,

compared with the multitudes of the

Heathen, have still been few, we will re-

joice in the hope, if I may borrow the al-

lusion already so powerfully made, that

these poor creatures shall meet us in the
Courts of Heaven, and there, by tlie

mercy of God, shall say of us, in the
language which we have heard to-day,
" My brother ! my sister ! my father !"

John Herbert Harrington, Esq.
My Lord—An observation was once

made to me, by a gentleman exercising
part of the Government of India, that
the British authority there would be un-
safe, were the labours of missionaries to
be further extended. On the contrary,
we have good evidence to prove that
Christianity, instead of weakening the
bonds of civil Government, will strength-
en them

; and I know nothing to lead us
to believe that the natives of India will
become less obedient to the government
than they are now. In the station which
I am destined to fill, in India, thoughj
from wise motives of policy, it is a fun-
damental principle of the government of
India not to interfere publicly in any In-

stitution of this kind, yet I pledge my-
self to operate, as far as I can, in the
cause of this Institution, which is also

the cause of God and man.

I most cordially rejoice in the success

of this cause, not in Bengal only, but in

Madras also : and I should say more on
the subject, in relation to the South of

India, were not the friend present, who
has had so large a share in the proceed-

ings in that quarter, and to whom your
thanks, I am sure, will be heartily ren-

dered, for the Sermon which he preached

last evening before the Society, and by
which he proved that, notwithstanding

his yet weak, though I trust convalescent

state of health, his heart is still devoted

to this cause.

A gentleman with whom I have con-

versed, not fully convinced, I conceive,

of the Revelation of the Bible being the

only Revelation from God, seemed to

have adopted the Hindoo opinion, that

God is pleased with a variety of worship,

and inquired what reason there could be
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to promote the religious or moral im-

provement of India, when, in England,

and other parts of Europe, men are not

less immoral than the Hindoos them-

selves ?

My reply to such a question is this :

—

Admitting that it can be proved that

Christians, so called, are not more moral

than the natives of India, there is still

one wide and important distinction to be

made. If professing Christians are im-

moral, it is because they do not practise

what they profess: no Christian can pre-

tend that he has the sanction of the

Scriptures for an immoral life, -while

every Hindoo may be immoral, in va-

rious ways, and yet act up to the princi-

ples of his religion.

A Cliristian widow, if such a thing could

be supposed, immolating herself on the

funeral pile of her husband, and thus

abandoning her infant children, could not

plead that she had the sanction of the

Gospel ; but a Hindoo widow may urge

the sanction of the Hindoo laws ; and it

appears that this dreadful custom is be-

come so general, that many of the three

thousand widows who suffered in the last

four years, had not exceeded the age of

eight years ! Suppose, for a moment,

that this practice could prevail in Eng-

land, and the eldest son of the family

were to set fire to the pile, as is the cus-

tom in India, no such youth could say

that he had the sanction of the Gospel

for his barbarous deed : but the son of a

widow in India might plead, or the Brah-

mins will plead for him, that he has the

sanction of Hindoo authorities, or, at all

events, that public opinion is in favour of

the practice.

So, in Courts of Justice, if a professed

Christian perjure himself in order to

save the Hfe of an individual, he could

not plead the sanction of the Scriptures
;

but a Hindoo may urge that he has a

right to save the life of a Brahmin by

false evidence.

I might show, in various other ways,

that Hindooism sanctions acts of the

greatest tur))itude—as the exposure of

parents and other relatives on the banks

of the Ganges ; and this is considered as

a pious act. I will state, however, but

one fact. When one of the Rajahs was
ill, they were about to carry him down
to the Ganges ; but an English physician

said to him, " You are not so ill but you
may recover, if you are not carried to the

Ganges." The Rajah took the advice,

and is still alive.

In a multitude of cases, therefore,

where the Hindoos are immoral, they

are religiously immoral ; but if Christians

are, under any circiunstances, immoral,

they are irreligiously immoral. Let us

spare, therefore, no pains to communicate

to them that Gospel which will banish

from among them the immoralities of

their false religion.

Thomas Foivell Buxton, Esq. M. P.

My Lord—Much has been said of what

has been done for the conversion of the

Heathen ;
and, while I call you away for

a time from those brilliant scenes, which

have been brought before our eyes, as by

the wand of the enchanter, I shall not be

suspected, I am sure, of not rejoicing in

the great work that has been done, or of

looking with sublime indifference on the

progress that has been made ; and still

less shall I be suspected of undervaluing

the services of those good, and great, and
brave men, who have engaged in this la-

bour, and who have gone forth, leaving

every thing dear to them behind, and

seeing nothing before them but privation

and toil. The man who goes forth un-

der these feelings and on these principles,

must possess as much of real and true

heroism, unknown as he may be to fame,

as the man who in the field draws down
the applauses of mankind.

But, though much has, indeed, been

done, I cannot help thinking that our

minds should wander, as mine has been

tempted to wander, to a much wider

field—to what still remains to be done

!

I cannot but look, from countries visited

and blessed by Christian Missionaries, to

those extensive regions which have never

been visited and blessed by such men. I

look from that enlarged hut yet too nar-

row Empire, which Christianity has al-
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ready obtained, to that still larger Empire

on which, as yet, no Christian Traveller

has set his foot.

A feeling: of deep regret continually

forces itself on ray mind, when we are

discoursing on these things, that Eight

Hundred Millions, perhaps, of our fel-

low-creatures—a nuraher too large to be

embraced by the finite comprehension of

man—that eight hundred millions of our

fellow-creatures should be living, at this

day, in ignorance, and darkness, and su-

perstition, and crime ! I cannot but ask,

**How is this?"—and that thirty millions,

probably, of these people, bone of our

bone and flesh of our flesh, as suscepti-

ble of happiness or of misery as we are,

all of them candidates for immortality,

and for whom Christ made a full and suf-

ficient atonement as well as for ourselves
;

and not a year elapses, but thirty mil-

lions of them descend to the grave, never

having heard a word of that revelation

of mercy, which, if they had known,

might have been the greatest of their

blessings.

In India, millions of our fellow-crea-

tures still bow the knee to stocks and

stones ; and have clothed their own ima-

ginary gods with passions and attributes,

which would disgrace the worst of cri-

minals. I advert, too, to one fact, which

is established on official authority : it does

appear, that, under a government of our

own in India, eight hundred females pe-

rished, last year, on the funeral pile

!

May I not pause, therefore, in the midst

of our mutual congratulations, and ask
" Why is this ?"

Of Africa, I cannot say that there has

been no Christian visit to that devoted

country. That quarter of the globe has,

indeed, been visited and plundered hymen
called Christians. In them, there was no
want of zeal and vigilance : Christian capi-

tal has there been invested in human flesh

and human blood ; and could we but now
rouse up for our noble objects as much spi-

rit, and enterprise, and vigour, as directed

those disastrous and wicked proceedings, a

ray of light and hope would beam upon our

efi'orts. There have been, indeed, Chris-

tian triumphs gained in this very quarter
;

but still greater triumphs would be gain-

ed, were there not an obstacle more hos-

tile to the success of our efibrts than any

that we meet among the heathen—I mean
the indifference which prevails among
ourselves toward their conversion.

I will put the case to myself: " You
are a professor of Christianity—you avow
your belief of its truth, and admire its

doctrines—you enumerate the blessings

which He gives, who gives all things;

and you count among them that greatest

of all. His " inestimable love in the re-

demption of the world"—you know that

Christian charity is the inseparable fruit

of true faith—and you know that this

charity seeks, above all things, the salva-

tion of the souls of men. What do you
do ? You subscribe your two or three

guineas a year ! The conversion of eight

hundred milHons of souls—there is the

object to be accomplished !—and there

is the sacrifice which you are prepared to

make for it!" Were I to say, in the or-

dinary business of life, " Such an object

is my grand concern : to that, I direct all

my powers : on that, my very soul is

centered: and I give for this great object

ray two-and-forty shillings a year"—such

professions would be counted but an idle

mockery, when compared with such fee-

bleness and inadequacy of exertion. %

Every quarter of the globe is crying to

us for assistance—or if any cry not, it is

because the people know not their own
need: but they are crying to us in multi-

tudes. The reproach of neglect has rested

too long on all churches, on our own as

well as others. We have not felt as we
should feel for the conversion of the hea-

then ; and if we would, one and all— not

those who are without, but those who are

within the sound of my voice—if we
would all give to this cause—the cause of

man and of God, for it is the cause of

God as well as of man—our best affec-

tions and our influence—the day is not

far distant, when we should see a general

revolution in the face of the moral world.
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE
SOCIETY.

EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY.

At the annual meeting at Freemasons'

Hall, held on Wednesday the 1st of May
—Lord Teignmouth, the President, in

the chair—the Report was read, in the

absence, from indisposition, of the Rev.

John Owen, by the Rev. W. Dealtry.

We extract some particulars.

Issues of the Sa-ipt ures within the Year.

Bibles, 118,766

Testaments, 136,973

Total, 255,739

Forming, from the commencement of

the Society, a total of nearly three
MILLION AND A HALF of COpieS of tllC

Scriptures issued by the Society.

Receipts of the Year. L. s. d.

Annual Subscriptions, 2600 19 8

Donations and Life Subscriptions, 2012 6 0

Congregational Collections, 716 12 4

Legacies, 6785 4 7

Dividends on Stock, 482 8 11

Itterest/on Exchequer Bills, 657 12 8

Auxiliaiv' Sociories, 59,117 16 11

Sale of Bibles and Testaments, 30,789 7 9

Drawback on Paper, &.c. 564 12 6

From Russian Bible Society, for

Insurance, 75 16 9

Total, £103,802 17 1

Of the receipts from Auxiliary Socie-

ties, the Hum of 15,6iil:i/. 75. 2,d. consisted

of Free Contributions ; the remainder,

43.495/. ds. 9d. was on moiety account

;

and subject, therefore, to the return of a

part in Bibles and Testaments.

The Receipts exceed those of the se-

venteenth year by the sum of 14,648i. Is.

Id. ; about one-third of which is in the

s-iles, and the other two-thirds in Contri-

butions and Legacies.

Pay.nents of the Year.

The following is an abstract of the pay-

ments :

—

L. s, d.

Printing the Scriptures, 79,639 13 8

PrinUng Reports and Monthly

Extracts, 801 8 8

L. s. <f-

Agents in Foreign Parts, 2914 7 0

Travelling Expenses, 1390 9 6

Sundries including Salaries,

Ground Rent, Repairs, Insur-

ance, Shipping Charges, De-

pository, and Incidentals, 6699 7 6

Total, £90,446 6 4

Assets and Engagements.

Balance in hand, 860Z. 4s. 3d. ; and Bills not

due, 6991/. 7s. 4d. with the following Government

Securities—Exchequer Bills, 28,000/.—3 per cent.

Consols, 6090/.—3 per cent. Reduced, 1900/.—

4 per cent. Consols, 1868/. 10s. 4d.—5 per cent.

Navy, 3735/. 17s. 6d ; and a Post Obit-Bond for

25C0/.

The Society is under engagements, which will

become payable in the course of its current year,

to the amount of upward of 50,000/.

Besides the letter, before mentioned,

from the Bishop of Gloucester, another

was read from the venerable Bishop of

Durham, now in his eighty-ninth year,

apologizing for his Lordship's absence on
account of age, and inclosing a further

benefaction of 50/.

The resolutions were respectively mov-
ed and seconded—by the Earl of Har-
rowby ; and the Lord Bishop of St. Da-
vid's—by the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer ; and the Lord Bishop of Salisbury

—by Lord Calthorpe ; and J. A. Stewart

Wortley, Esq. M.P.—by Mr. Wilberforce

;

and Lord Sandon—by the Earl of Gos-

ford ; and the Rev. John Morrison—by
the Lord Bishop of Norwich ; and the

Right Hon. C. Grant, M.P.—by W. Wol-
rych Whitmore, Esq. M.P. ; and the Rev.
Mr. Stephenson (of the Wesleyan So-
ciety)—and by SirT. Dyke Acland, Bart.

M.P. ; and Lord Gambler.

The meeting was also addressed by his

Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester;

by the Rev. Frederic Monod, the young-

er, Secretary of the Protestant Bible So-
ciety of Paris

;
by the Rev. Theophilus

Blurahardt, of Basle
;
by the Treasurer,

John Thornton, Esq.; and by the P.fcV.

Joseph Hughes, one of the Secretaries.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer^ in
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moving thanks to the noble President of

the Society, for the assiduous care with

which his Lordship had cherished its in-

terests, made the following impressive

remarks on the period during which Lord

Teignmouth had presided over the So-

ciety :

—

His Lordship has presided over the

Society eighteen years. Under his di-

rection, it has grown from small begin-

nings. At first, contracted by jealousy

and suspicion, not countenanced by all

the good, and opposed by all the evil in

the country, it has advanced, till it may
be said almost to fill the world. My no-

ble friend [the Earl of Harrowby] has

called your attention to the ample field

of the Society's labours. In fact, its

proceedings can scarcely be understood

without a map of the world
;
and, in-

deed, its operations are so widely dif-

fused, that I doubt if any member of this

Society possesses a collection of maps
sufficiently numerous to trace it. Its

proceedings, ramified in every direction,

fill the mind. You have heard, in the

report read to you, that, in every quarter

of the world, ignorance and superstition

are giving way before the Gospel ; that

idolatry is renouncing the insignia of its

worship, and casting its idols into the

fire or the sea ; and that those, who, by
the trammels of superstition, were pro-

hibited the use of the Scriptures, are now
receiving them with gratitude and delight.

Amidst the congratulations so justly due
to those who have managed the affairs of

this Society, we ought not to forget, that

the eighteen years, which have elapsed,

constitute a large portion of the life of an

individual ; and that it is to the Giver of

all good that we are indebted, that its

venerable President has been preserved

so long. This time, however, is a point

in the history of the Christian Church,

in which the establishment of the Bible

Society will form a distinguished epoch.

Much as has been done, greater triumphs

remain behind, till the earth shall be filled

with the knowledge of the Lord—till

every part to which the Society's opera-

tions have not yet reached, and the la-

bours of Missionaries have not yet ex-

tended, shall resound with hymns of

praise to the Redeemer.

The addresses of Mr. Monod and Mr.
Blumhardt deeply impressed the meet-

ing : not only by the information which
they conveyed ; but by the piety that

pervaded them, and the precision and
force with which these foreign friends

conveyed their sentiments in our native

tongue. We subjoin these addresses.

The Rev. Frederic MoNOD opened his

address, by referring to the very opposite

feelings under which he laboured

—

When I look upon myself, and see how
very inadequate I am to discharge the

honourable commission entrusted to me
—a foreigner, expressing myself but with

difficulty in the language of this country,

which I now visit for the first time—

I

might be compelled to decline this ho-

nour : but when I consider, on the other

hand, that I approach you as the repre-

sentative of a Bible Society, cordially

united to this Institution over which your
Lordship presides, and in whose labours

your committee has never ceased to man-
ifest the greatest interest by the most
effectual support and encouragement;
when I consider, that I have been ex-

pressly desired by that Society to convey
to you the renewed assurance of its affec-

tion, admiration, and gratitude ; and when,
above all, I reflect on the sublime and
holy cause in behalf of which there have
been brought together, within these walls,

so many persons, who, distinguished in a

variety of ways, yet value no distinction

so much as that of Disciples of Jesus

Christ our Lord, and of distributors of

His holy word, then, my lord, my hum-
ble self disappears—I am no longer a
foreigner. Am I not here in the midst of

children of the same Father—redeemed
by the same Saviour— a citizen of the

same heavenly country ? Are we not all

brethren, labouring together in the same
holy work? Do we not partake of the

blessings which the Almighty is pouring

over the world, by the instrumentality of

the Bible Society ? And may 1 not, then,

rest assured of your kind indulgence.^
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I cannot, MyLord, find words sufficient-

ly expressive ofthe affection and gratitude,

which animates the Protestant Bible So-

ciety at Paris, toward the British and Fo-
reign Bible Society. If gratitude be the

deeper and the more difficuh to express

the greater the benefit, how shall I express

our feelings, when the object is not a tem-
poral benefit, however valuable, but the

salvation of immortal souls ; to whom, en-

couraged by the aid, the example, and the

experienced counsel of this Society, we
have been able to disperse that nourish-

ment which God has prepared for them,
and which endureth to everlasting life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord ! The only

manner in which I can express our obliga-

tion, is, to bless the God of all grace, and
the giver of every good and perfect gift,

and to beseech Him to grant to the happy
instruments employed in this great work
the only recompense on which they set any
value—that of seeing their work increas-

ingly prospering in their hands. I trust in

God that you will reap, among your bre-

thren in France, not only this fruit of your

generous co-operation, but likewise the

blessing of thousands of souls, enlightened

and strengthened by reading the Holy
Scriptures.

True, My Lord, our means can bear

no comparison with yours ; but our zeal

is the same. We are actuated by the same
spirit; we love the same Gospel; and

have the same ardent wish to extend, ac-

cording to our means and the peculiar cir-

cumstances in which we are placed, the

kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
diffusing the word of eternal life among
our brethren.

A little more than three years have
elapsed, since the Protestant Bible So-

ciety of Paris was first established ; and
your Lordship will hear with pleasure,

that, having been favoured with the bless-

ing of God, and having enjoyed the pro-

tection of our government, it is now sur-

rounded with forty-three Auxiliaries and
twelve Associations. Its income, which
last year was very little above 45,000
francs, has been increased this year to

very nearly 103,000. The Society has

issued above 22,000 Bibles and Testa-

ments : the stock now in our Depository

will scarcely meet the wants of the pre-

sent year : and the Committee are at this

moment devising means of procuring ste-

reotype editions of the Bible, of the ver-

sions of Martin and Ostervald
;
reljing on

Him who has hitherto so visibly blessed

their efforts,that He will provide the means.
It will afford pleasure to this Assembly

to hear, that an anonymous friend of the

Bible has put into the hands of the Com-
mittee the sura of one thousand francs,

to be awarded as a prize to the author of

the best work in French, on the utility

of reading the Holy Scriptures, and of

Bible Societies. This work, if produced,

may, under the blessing of God, be a
useful instrument for increasing the num-
ber of these Societies in France, and

teaching the inhabitants of that country

to appreciate them more and more.

Thus, My Lord, faithful to their hea-

venly calling, the Protestant Bible Socie-

ties in France pursue their sacred object

with a zeal, and (thanks be to God !) with

a success constantly increasing. The
simple narrative of this success is the best

acknowledgment which they can offer to

this Society. Though limited in their

operations for reasons, the force of which
you have felt. My Lord, they have to

fulfil extensive duties— the want of Bibles

among the Protestants in France being

extremely great : but their ardent wish
is, that the distribution of them may has-

ten the happy moment, when, according

to fhe expression of the Apostle, ther*

will be neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian
nor Scythian, bond nor free, when Christ

shall be all in all ; and when, like the

glorious Society over which your Lord-
ship presides, the Bible Societies of France
may extend their blessings toall those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness : and
may everlasting praise be to that Blessed
God, to whom alone belongs glory and
honour, now and for evermore !

The Rev, Theophilus Blumhardt
thus addressed the meeting :

—

Instead of taking a prominent part in

the transactions of this day, I should have
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preferred remaining unobseiTed among
the multitude of iiearers, lost in silent ad-

miration of the holy ways of Divine Pro-

vidence. The amazing theme of this

great Assembly requires better organs

than mine
;
yet, I could not be here with-

out attempting, at least, to express to the

honoured Parent Institution, in the name
of its eldest offspring, the Bible Society

of Basle, those feelings of gratitude and
high esteem, created by a blessed connec-

tion for the space of eighteen years, by

which the hearts of its members have be-

come for ever interested in the success of

the British and Foreign Bible Society.

I consider it one of the kindest dispensa-

tions of Providence towards me, that I

have been permitted, from the very com-
mencement, to take a share in this Sacred

Work; and to have been the favoured

witness of those numberless blessings,

which it has been the means of commu-
nicating to the inhabitants of my beloved

country.

Ever since the Reformation, Germany
had been considered, and not without

reason, as the country of Bibles. But
those calamities, which marked the close

of the past and the beginning of the pre-

sent centurj', and that moral insensibility

which spread over so many countries of

Europe, had greatly weakened the au-

thority and the influence of the Holy
Scriptures in the minds of thousands, and

had clouded the prospects of the Church
of Christ. But what a happy change has

taken place since the establishment of

Bible Societies in the different states and
provinces of Germany and Switzerland !

The great want of Bibles, the existence

of which few would credit, became known
in its awful extent; and roused the sym-
pathy of many Christian friends, whose
exertions were most generously support-

ed by the benevolence of this Society.

One Bible Society arose after the other

;

different states and districts emulated
each other in multiplying these useful In-

stitutions, and with them numerous edi-

tions of the Holy Scriptures; and the

poor had this invaluable treasure imparted
to them.

The B^sle Bible Society has had the
privilege, under tlie blessing of God, and
by the assistance of this Society, to put
into circulation upward of One Hundred
Thousand copies of the Bible, in four dif-

ferent languages
; and the Sister Institu-

tions, in the various Protestant states of
Germany, pursue the same blessed ca-
reer of Christian Philanthropy, with ever
increasing emulation. It is a delightful

reflection to my mind, that upward of
Four Hundred Thousand copies of the
Bible have been distributed within that

sphere, among my Protestant brethren

;

and more than Five Hundred Thousand
copies of the New Testament among the
German Catholic population

; and ail this

within eighteen years, under the fostering

care and the truly noble liberality of your
Institution.

How great will be the harvest, from
this abundant dissemination, in a happy
eternity ! Were we allowed, in these
solemn moments, to lift up the veil that
hides from mortal eyes the other world,
would not myriads of departed Saints be
seen contemplating with wonder and ado-
ration that concatenation of Christian
philanthropy, which, from the palace of
the King to the cottage of the poor, has
united thousands of hearts, and prej)ared

them for that peace with which the Word
of eternal life is to bless the whole earth ?

What once a poor African exclaimed,
when for the first time the Bible had
been put into his hands, " These are

the arms that will conquer Africa," we
behold fulfilling in every quarter of the
Globe.

We, therefore, bles.s the noble union of
the Bible Societies ; and implore the
Lord, that He would continue to prosper
the work of their hands, and keep them
in cheerful activity, as monuments of His
love, to the end of days.

PRAYER-BOOK A^'D HOMILY SOCIETY.
TEiVTH ANNIVERSARY.

On Wednesday evening, the 1st of
May, the Annual Sermon was preached,
at Christ Church, Newgate-street, by the

Rev. Edward Burn, M. A. IMinister of St.
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Mary's and St. James's Chapels, Birming-

ham, from Gal. vi. 16. As many as walk

according to this rule, peace be on them,

and mercy ; and upon the Israel of God.

On Thursday, at twelve o'cloek, at the

Annual Meeting, in Stationers' Hall,

Lord Calthorpe was called to the Chair,

and was succeeded therein, his Lordship

having another engagement, hy Lord
Gambler. Motions were made and se-

conded by the Rev. Daniel Wilson, and

Alderman Sir Claudius Stephen Hunter,

Bart.—by the Rev. Basil Woodd, and the

Uev. J. H. Cotton—by the Rev. T. Web-
ster, and G. F. Stratton, Esq.—and by

John Poynder, Esq. and the Hon. B. W.
Noel.

The Collection at the Church was 22/.

IOj. Zd. and that at the Annual Meeting,

62/. 135. Id.

Receipts of the Year. L. S. d.

Annual Subscriptions, 652 18 8

Donations and Life Subscriptions, 323 19 9

Associations, 212 11 6

Congregational Collections, 311 18 2

Sale of Prayer-Books and Homilies, 699 10

£2000 19 0

Contributions in aid of Translating

and Printing the Formularies in

Foreign Languages, 55 16 8

Total, £20o6 15 8

Payments of the Year.

For Prayer-Books in English, 962 3 11

Do. in Foreign Languages, 25 0 0

Printing Homilies in English, 123 5 6

Do. in Manks, 21 0 0

Printing Report and Circulars, 159 3 5

Rent, Taxes, Salaries, and Com-
mission, 361 4 6

Sundries, 138 10 4

£1790 7 8

Printing Homily Tracts in Foreign

Languages, with Expenses, 69 16 2

Total, £1850 3 10

UNITED BRETHREN.
Annual Sermon.

No Public Meeting is held by the Bre-

thren, in behalf of their Missions ; but an

Annual Sermon is now preached^ in aid

of the Association, formed in London, for

the support of these Missions. The Se. -

mon on the present occasion was preached,
on Thursday evening, the 2d of May, at

the Church of St. Clement Danes, by tL^
Rev. Legh Richmond, M. A. Rector of
Turvey, Bedfordshire, from 1 Thess. i.

2, 3. fVe give thanks to God always for
you all, making mention of you in our

prayers ; remembering without ceasing

your work of faith, and labour of love,

and patience of hope, in our Lord Jesus

Christ, in the sight of God and our Fa-
ther.

In reference to the Brethren, Mr. Rich-
mond pointed out the eminent manner in

which their Church had displayed, in its

Missions, the work offaith, and labour of
love, and patience of hope. As an ancient

body of Christians, always resisting the

encroachments of the Church of Rome,
this Church had been graced with the

names and Avatered by the blood of many
Martyrs. In the very midst of their per-

secutions, they had published several edi-

tions of the Bible in the vulgar tongue.

While other countries were enjoying the

blessings of the Reformation, the United

Brethren were still, for centuries, visited

with the most distressing and cruel oppo-

sition, and were often nearly extermina-

ted ; on one of which occasions, their

bishop, Amos Comenius, bequeathed the

remnant of his Church to the parental

care of the Church of England, as the

bulwark of the Protestant faith—a be-

quest, to which he trusted that Church
would do justice. It was in their flight

from their native Moravia, during a per-

secution which harassed them from the

commencement of the last century, that

they settled in Germany
;
and, though a

small and exiled body, they began, within

a few years, to send out Missionaries to

the most inhospitable regions, and to the

most savage and degraded tribes of the

known world. They had maintained the

original character of their Church through

all their vicissitudes, and amidst the se-

vere hardships which had accompanied

their labours among the Heathen. Their

success might chiefly be ascribed, under
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the blessing of God, to the simplicity and

constancy with which they exhibited the

Cross of Christ, iis the power of God^ and

the wisdom of God. The extent of this

success had been great: they now em-

ployed, including; the females of the 3Iis-

sions, nearly 170 Labourers; and num-

bered in their congregations 32,000 Con-

verts. The increasing calls upon them

for further supplies of Missionaries and of

Funds, their own poverty as a people,

their retired and withdrawing character,

and the difficulties under which they la-

bour, give them a claim on- the enlarged

support of their fellow Christians.

A Collection was made, which amount-

ed (including llZ. 1^25. Donations and Sub-

scriptions) to 701. 125.

The Synodal Committee, at Herrnhut,

who direct the concerns of the Brethren's

Missions, have published the following

statement of the Receipts and Disburse-

ments for the year 1820 :

—

Receipts of the Year 1 820. L. s. d.

Collections from Congregations and

Friends, 1969 12 4^

Benefactions, chiefly from Great

Britain, 4338 9 2^

Legacies, 878 12 0

By Course of Excliange, 6 4 10^

Total, £7192 18 oh,

Payments of the Year 1S20.

Missions :

—

Greenland,

South America,

Barbaddes,

St. Kitt's,

Antigua,

Jamaica,

Labrador,

North-American Indians,

South Africa,

Calmucs,

Pensions :

—

To 18 Married Brethren and Sis-

ters and 9 Unmarried Brethren,

To 31 Widows of Missionaries

To 70 Children of Missionaries,

in sundry Schools and at Trades,

Sundry Expenses,

11414 11

157 17 8

346 11 10

2104 0 10

1318 15 I

863 13 10

91 9 0

323 14 5

975 1410
81 0 4

6677 9 9

726

325

947 1

755 12

Total, £9431 17 11

10

Remarks of the Synodal Committee on the

State of the Funds.

The inclosed Account of Receipts and
Disbursements of the Synodal Committee
for the management of the concerns of

the Brethren's Missions among the Hea-
then, in the year 1820, will inform you
that the expense of this branch of our

service has been no less than 9432Z. with-

in the said period. This great increase

of expenditure, compared with former

years, has been chiefly owing to the build-

ing of the New Church and Premises at

Bethcsda, in St. Kitt's; and the rebuilding

of the settlement at Enon, in South Af-

rica. To this must be added the extra-

ordinary long journeys and voyages ren-

dered necessary in the year past, and the

maintenance of 76 superannuated Mis-

sionaries, and 70 children of Missionaries

either educated at schools, or learning

different trades. Our receipts in 1820

amounted to the large sum of 7192/.,

w hich, however, falls short of the expen-

diture by 2238Z., and leaves of the years

1819 and 1820 a deficiency of 2725/.

(Rix dollars at 6 for 1/.)

This state of the Finances of our Mis-
sions might well create an apprehension

within us, amounting to a doubt, whether
we should, in future, be able to afford the

means of supporting that extensive, and
every year increasing work, which the

Lord has committed to the Church of

the Brethren. But we w ill not yield to

doubts and unbelief
;
but, with confidence

and faith, look for help to the Lord, who,
from the very beginning to this day, has

caused the Missions of the Brethren

among the Heathen to be a work done in

faith. We will encourage each other

anew, to persevere in prayer and suppli-

cation to the Saviour of Mankind, in be-

half of this precious cause ; and likewise

assist with all the means which we can

afford in our several situations ; and that

with the more earnestness, as the spirit of

extending the knowledge of the Lord
throughout the earth by Missionary la-

bours in so many denominations, calls

upon us not to remain behind our Protest-

ant brethren in this blessed work.

(To be concluded in our next.)
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MISSION IN CEYLON.
In our last we commenced an interesting' ac-

count of the stntc of the Missions in Ceylon, ad-

dressed bv the Rev. H. Woodward to the Societif

of Inqnini on tJie snbfect of Missiojis in the Tlieo-

jgical Seminar}' at Piincefon. Tlie remainder

of the communication is as follows :

—

111 all our preacliing and interviews n ith

the heathen, we make it our object to

preach Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

Direct attacks upon their idolatry profit

nothing ; for by it we are led into useless

controversy, and never leave a favourable

impression on their mind?. Therefore we
avoid such subjects generally, because it

inevitably shuts their ears and hearts

against any thing which may go from

our lips. The most favourable opportu-

nity to show them the vanity of their

idols is when they become a little tender

by the presentation of subjects which in

a degree affects their hearts : such as a

simple story of Jesus, or any tale which

strikingly exemplifies the Christian vir-

tues. Such preaching generally makes a

favourable impression on their minds, so

that at subsequent interviews wc find

them more accessible. Convince them

that you labour for their good, then you

may present any subject without offence.

"Fire and brimstone" only drives them

to their temples; but gentleness and per-

suasion will effect much. The heathen

arc to be won, not drove. Although such

be their deplorable ignorance and alien-

ation of mind from God, yet I do hope

and believe the time is near at hand when

they will belong to Christ's fold.

On the Lord's day we always have

%vorship in our preaching bungalows at

ten k. M. Our mode of conducting wor-

ship on these occasions is similar to that

of the American churches
;
only the con-

gregation kneeling in prayer, and standing

in singing. Our congregations at the dif-

ferent stations average from 100 to 400.

In the afternoon we have worship abroad

in sotne of our school bungalows. We
generally preach in each school- house 3

or 4 Sabbaths in succession. By chang-

ing thr. place of preaching in this manner,

"we are able to secure pretty good congre-

gations ; whereas, should we continue at

the same place after the 3 or 4 Sabbaths,

we should have but few or no hearers. We
sometimes have preaching in the week
days

;
yet we generally think it better to

visit the people in the high ways and
hedges.

We consider the labours of our native

brethren of great value to the mission.

Their constitution is adapted to the cli-

mate
;
they are familiar in the language

—

are fully acquainted with the religion, and
all the peculiar notions of the heathen
are men of talents, of piety, ofinfluence—
are laborious men. Theirvalue can hardly
be estimated. Their time is occupied in

study— in visiting schools ; and they are
more particularly engaged in preaching
from place to place, testifying repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ.

They have a monthly meeting, in which
they are joined by our interpreters and
those boys who have made the greatest

ad\ance in Christian knowledge. The
object of the meeting is to stir up each
otl}.>r in the good work by conversation,

prayer, kc. At this meeting a person,
who was previously appointed, reads a
dissertation on the character of some
heathen book which he has examined.
They mention to each other particular

and strong objections of the heathen to

Christianity—their manner of reply

—

mention the encouragement they have
found in their work—devise new plans

for doing good—exhort each other to dili-

gence and faithfulness. These meetings

are always attended with a blessing. The
sum required to support a native preacher

is from ^10 to 15 per month. Query

—

Is there not some Society about to be

formed for this object—to support a
preacher among the heathen? Should
the suggestion meet the approbation of

any, I take the liberty to mention Gabriel

Tissera as one worthy of their regard.

I now come to that branch of our mis-

sion which I consider the most interest-

ing

—

Boarding; Schools—I mean schools

composed of native boys and girls under

our immediate care and instruction, who
are clothed and fed by the liberality of

individuals and societies in America. The
sum re( iiisite To. the "support of ope child

is $12, or £5 per annum. Ot these school's
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there are four—oneatBatticotta—Tilllpal-

ly—Oodooville, and Panditeripo. The
numberin all is 90. The children are taken

when young, say from 5 to 12 years of age.

If they have parents or guardians, they are

given by them to us in such a manni'r, that

they cannot be removed from us without

our consent. Having kept them a few

months on trial, we dismiss or retain them

at our pleasure. The course of their in-

struction is as follows :— I should, how-

ever, previously remark, that the reason

why any are willing to come, or parents to

send, is the hope of acquiring the English

language, by the means of which, many
obtain lucrative employment under go-

vernment as interpreters. We do not

consider it desirable to teach them Eng-
lish, and indeed we do not, in every in-

stance. Yet we find it necessary to mnke
this an object of attention, that by this

means we may induce others to come
;

for without it, we could not succeed in

our attempts. The principal object to

which we direct the attention of the chil-

dren is, the attainment of Christian know -

ledge, requiring them to commit Scrip-

ture hymns, catechisms, fcc. We do not

neglect other useful branches, such as

the study of their own language, gram-

mar, arithmetic, geography, &lc. kc. The
children are assembled at sun-rise in the

morning for worship, when the Scrip-

ture is read and explained. After wor-

ship, some go to their books, some to

work in their garden, and some to play.

At 8 o'clock they are called to their hrJ^k-

fast hall. Being seated on the floor, in

a circle, with their plates before them,

the cook, going round, gives to each his

portion of rice and curinj. All kneeling,

the oldest asks a blessing. Being again

seated, they eat, conveying their food to

the mouth with their fingers, as is their

custom. Breakfast being ended, they re-

tire to the water-pot, drink, wash their

plates, and return to their places, where

thanks is given—thence go to the school-

room, where they remain till 12—and from

2, till after worship at sun-set. In the

evening, excepting when assembled in the

house for the meetings, which I have be-

fore mentioned, they generally study.

They spend the Lord's Day, excepting

the hours of worship, in their school,

committing or reading portions of Scrip-

ture ; and in the evening, they are exa-

mined on the studies of the day, and also

questioned respecting the sermons they
have heard. These children, at all sea-

sons, whether at study, work, or play,

are within our gates, so that their inter-

course with the heathen is cutoff. Bring

thus separated from their heathen friends,

and being thus taught, their prejudices

and foolish notions gradually leave them.

I presume to say, that the greater part of

those who have been with us a consider-

able length of time, would feel grieved

to be called heathen. Among these 90

children, 5 boys, who have for some
time given decided evidence of their

piety, have been admitted to our Church.
Their walk has thus far been very con-

sistent. For some time past, they have
been unwearied in their exertions to bring

others to a knowledge of the truth. These
5, with others who are almost persuaded

to be christians, render very important

service to the Mission. Some have the

care and management of out-schools, at-

tending daily, or weekly, to their exami-
nations—others go from house to house,

teaching the way of eternal life. Others

jfo out with the Scriptures, and read to

the people ; and distribute tracts which
they have written on the olla, or leaf.

The age of those who are hopefully pious,

is from 14 to 18. Here you see young
men who have left father, mother, bro-

ther, and sister, houses and land, for the

Gospel's sake. Young men of good pro-

mise, who very soon, should they live,

will be heralds of salvation to their fel-

low-countrymen. When our Mission was
established, a female who could read was
not to. be foimd in the whole population

of this district ; but now there are 20

female children connected with our mis-

sion, who are under a regular course of

instruction, many of whom can now read.

Of these 20, two have, for some time

past, given some evidence of their con-

version. Since my arrival in Calcutta, I

have been informed, by a letter from Mrs.

Woodward, that they are zealously en-

gaged in the good work. That they go

from house to house, with the Testament
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in their hand, reading to jignorant and

degjraded females, the sclad tidings of
great joy. It is wonderful that they are

not driven away. Instead of that, they

are received kindly, listened to attentive-

ly, and even inviti'd to tome ^^gain. How
fruitless have heen our attempts, hitherto,

to bring the females around us, even to the

hearing of the Gospel. But now, how
much cause for gratitude to God for such

display of his mercy and grace—for such

heralds of salvation ! How much for

hope ! Thus you see we are not any

longer left to contend with the prejudices

and superstition of the lieathen, without

peculiar encouragement—praise the Lord.

Our little Church now consists of seven

Missionaries, six sisters, wives of the

Missionaries ; a young man assisting Dr.

Scudder in the Medical Department, who
lately became pious ; three native preach-

ers
;
Philip, an interpreter

;
Onesimus, a

native inhabitant of Tillipally ; an African

woman, and 5 young men, of whom I

have written. There are two girls, who,

I hope, belong to the invisible Church.

Making our number of Communicants

25. I do hope our little flock will be re-

membered by you, where mercy and

grace are obtained.

Our out schools are 25 in number, each

having from 30 to 50 regular attendants.

The school-houses are generally one or

two miles distant from us. The person

employed as master teaches in the native

language, and takes care of the boys

•while in school, but their studies are regu-

lated by ourselves. When a school is es-

tablished, the boys collect, bringing their

arms full of heathen books, expecting to

be taught from them. We do not think

it prudent to forbid them such books.

Should we say to them, " You must not

bring your books—we are going to teach

you another religion," the next day we
shall not find a single boy in the school-

house. However, we find no difficulty in

getting such books from the school. As
soon as a boy begins to read, we put into

his hand a catechism, or some scripture

extract, which he is required to commit to

memory, and on which he is examined.

Thus, by taking no notice of their books,

ej[amining them in the books we give,

and by giving premiums to those who
make the greatest proficiency in such
books, we make it for their interest to

leave their own, and attend exclusively to

our books. We endeavour to bring the

schoolmaster's influence on our side, by
paying hiin not only accord ng to the

number of boys he obtains, but also ac-

cording to their progress in learning what
we give them. Each school is examined
daily ; a regular account is kept of the

proficiency of each individual froni day
to day, or from week to week. Every
sabbath morning the schools are all as-

sembled at the station to which they re-

spectively belong, one hour before wor-

ship, where they are all required to re-

hearse whatever has been committed du-

ring the week preceding. Every child in

the school is required to commit some-
thing daily. If he be unable to read for

himself, one who can is seated by his side

to read to him till his task is learned.

Soon after niy arrival in Ceylon, I noticed

an instance well worthy of record. A
little boy, perhaps 6 years old, who had

not then begun to read, repeated one Sab-

bath morning the creed, commandments,
Lord's jirayer, one or two short cate-

chisms, and more than two chapters of

the Sermon on the Mount. Where is

there an unlettered child in America who
has accomplished half so much ? When
worship is concluded, all the children re-

turn to their respective schools, and spend

the remainder of the day. We have

lately made further attempts to get fe-

male children into our out schools. When
at Manepy, I succeeded in obtaining five

at one school, two at another. Brother

Scudder succeeded in getting some into

his schools, how many I do not now re-

member.
W e make it a great object to explain to

the children in all our schools whatever

they learn, and to enforce divine truth,

lest they should imagine that the com-
mitting or the reading of scripture alone

should make them Christians.

You, my friends, are in some degree

aware of the degradation of the females

in India. That, in the estimation of the

other sex, they are but a little remove

from the beasts that perish. It is almost
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impossible for you to form a just concep-

tion of their miserable condition. Their

understandings are, indeed, darkened.

—

They are born in ignorance, and being

excluded altogether from society, what

opportunity have they to cultivate their

minds ? They are not taught, of course

have no recourse to books. To refine-

ment or accomplishment of any kind

they are entire strangers. Is there no way

to raise them from their degradation ?

Will nat the females of America, who
are so highly distinguished for their pri-

vileges, cast one eye of pity upon the un-

privileged females of India ? When you

behold the wretchedness of those who
think themselves only born to serve and

perish, will not your eye affect your

hearts ? Is there, then, no compassion,

no bowels of mercy ? You have often

mourned and prayed for the heathen, but

be assured the half is not told you. Come
to Ceylon ; see the rank which the fe-

males hold in society—see how destitute

of all feelings which belong to women

—

then you will have compassion.

Since leaving Ceylon, my thoughts

have been more than ever occupi*^d on

this subject. Should it please God to

spare me a little longer, I intend to make

greater exertions on this behalf. Will

you not be co-workers with me ? The
plan which I have conceived will require

your aid in order to be put in execution.

I intend, on my return, to make a great

effort to establish a female school similar

to our out schools. But how can it be

supported ? Is there no way by which a

fund can be raised in the circle of my ac-

quaintances ?

I think I can say, with a good degree

of certainty, what would be the expense

of such an establishment. A house will

cost about ^30. A cheaper one might be

erected, but it would not be suitable for

females. It must not be merely a shed,

like our boys' school-houses, but a build-

ing with walls. Thirty dollars, I am con-

fident, will be sufficient. Then, for the

support of the school, three dollars per

month will cover every expense. I am
sure some course could be adopted to se-

cure this small sum. I could mention to

you individuals whom I should cheerfully

and with almost certain hope of success,

ask to patronise such an institution. It

being an establishment for females, let a

society of young ladies be formed to con-

tribute monthly for its support. But to

obtain a little fund to cover the expense
of building, &:c. some gentlemen or

friends to the cause, I am sure will give

their mites. Let a society be formed
among you, and let the school bear the

name of the society, and the pupils be
distinguished by the names of their be-

nefactors. I have no doubt but the ob-

ject can be accomplished, but should it

fail, (the possibility of which I hardly

dare to admit) the money shall be applied

to some other particular object.

Thus, my dear friends, you find, from
this hasty narrative, what are our pros-

pects of success—how much we have for

thanksgiving, and how much for hope.

You will not forget us at the throne of

grace. May the blessing of God, which

you have so richly enjoyed for years past,

be continued and abound. And while

you are so highly favoured by the God
of all grace, may your hearts be so en-

larged, as liberally to impart of the bless-

ings you enjoy to those who are in the

dark corners of the earth, which are full

of the habitations of cruelty.

Your brother and fellow-labourer

in Christ,

Henry Woodward.

EDITORIAL NOTICE.

The Editor regrets the delay of a week which

has occurred in the issuing of the present num-

ber. He trusts, however, that his own indisposi-

tion, and the sickness and death of a beloved

daughter in the fourth year of her age, will be

accepted as a sufficient apology. He intends, if

his life and health are spared, that no effort shall

be wanting on his part to have the future numbers

regularly issued on. the first day of the month.

The Editor also regrets that the want of room

has excluded several articles prepared for the

head of Miscellanies. Under this head he hopes

in future to find room for a greater variety of re»

ligious intelligence than he has hitherto given.
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UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

UNION MISSION.
We have just received a communication from

the Superintendent of this Mission, ol' the 23d of

May, enclosing the Journal for the months of

March and April. We are happy to learn that

the sister, whose sickness at Little Rock in the

summer of 1820 so seriously affected her mental

powers, "is at the present time considerably

better."

On the subject of the Indian war, Mr. Vaill

writes as follows :

—

" The prospect of peace is brightening. The
Agent, Mr. Phillbrook, lias concluded his third

visit among the Osages. Both parties have a-

grced to meet at the Garrison in seventy days
iiom the 21 St instant."

On the subject of the School, Mr. Vaill thus

briefly remarks :

—

" We have an Osage boy added to our little

School—a fine youth of 14 years—son of Tally,

the second Chief He has been with us ten days
;

is contented
; said his letters correctly in six days,

and is now reading in words of two letters. He
learns with great rapidity. We feel thankful, Sir,

for this great favour from God. J speak it with

tears ofjoy."

INTERESTI^'G COMMUNICATION.
Our readers will recollect that, in our last, we

gave a letter from the Rev. Wm. Goodell, da-

ted at Creek Path, Choctaw Nation, on the 30th

of April. This gentleman arrived in this city

about the first of August, instant, in company

with William Kirkpatrick, a promising Cherokee

youth, who is on his way to the Foreign Mission

School in Cornwall, Connecticut; and who is

supported by William Kirkpatrick, Esq. of

Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

On Monday, the 5th inst. Mr. Goodell, toge-

ther with his Cherokee companion, attended, by

invitation, a Meeting of the Managers of the

United Foreign Missionary Society. In the course

of llie Meeting, he gave a very interesting state-

ment of facts in relation to the progress and gene-

ral effects of the Missionary labours among the

Cherokee and Choctaw tribes. The substance of

this statement we shall here subjoin ; and we re-

commend it to the attentive perusal of the friends

of Indian Missions throughout our country. The

same meeisures which have been so successfully

pursued among the Cherokees and Choctaws,

may be expected, under the smiles of Providence,

to produce similar results among the Osages and

other Indian tribes. Let the members and friends

of the United Foreign Missionary Society, then,

take courage. Let them promptly and genero"'

ly contribute to its lands, that its Managers may
proceed with vigour in their labour of love and

thmv work offaith.

^ir. Goodell, having been requested to give the

Board some account ol" the Missions he had visited,

rose and said :

The American Board of Commission-

ers for Foreign Mis^sions have three

schools among the Choctaws, and three

also among tlie Cherokees, and are now
making preparations lor a fourth school in

each of those tribes. The children con-

nected with those schools, not only re-

ceive the ordinary instructions of a school,

but they are taught all the arts of civilized

life. Indeed, to instruct them in all the

arts of civilized life is deemed a very im-

portant part of their education. In both

these tribes, much more good has been al-

ready accomplished by the Missionaries,

and much greater advances have been

made by the natives towards civilization,

than we should naturally suppose from

reading the public journals. The Mis-

sionaries have been exceedingly careful

not to state things too favourably. Many
of the Cherokees and some of the Choc-

taws cultivate their lands with much re-

gularity and industry
;
and, in regard to

their dress, their manner of cooking food,

their style of building, the ftarniture of

their houses, &c k,c. they have adopted

our customs throughout. Twenty Che-

rokees have united with the churches un-

der the direction of the American Board,

and about 20 have united with the Mora-

vian and Baptist churches
;
making 40 in

the whole, besides some white men, who
have Cherokee families, and besides, also,

some people of colour, who live in the

nation. I was told that, among these 40
Cherokee converts, there had not been a

single instance of intemperance, immo-
rality, or any thing which required disci-

pline or reproof. A large proportion of

them are adults. Some of them are sup-

posed to be more than seventy years ot

age. Two of them are Cherokee chiefs

one of whom signalized himself at thf

battle of the Horse Shoe, and for hit

bravery received from Congress a rifl
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with a very handsome inscription on it

;

and the other is a man of great authority

in his tribe. I spent a night with him.

In the evening he called hi*? family toge-

ther, brouglit forward his family Bible,

read a chapter himself in English, sung a

hymn, in which we all joined, and offered

the prayer himself ; and in the morning

called upon one of the brethren present

to lead in the devotions of the family.

Those of the professors of religion who
can read, and many who are not profes-

sors, take some religious publication, and
appear to know more about the religious

state of our world—about our Sabbath

Schools, our revivals of religion, our Bible,

^Kssionary, Education, k. Tract Societies,

than multitudes in our land, who have been
connected with our Churches for 20 years.

I spent several nights with a Choctaw
chief. He has learnt to read. He takes

the Boston Recorder, the Missionary
Herald, the Religious Intelligencer, and
several political papers. He inquired,

with a lively interest, how* I had succeeded
in my agency, what states I had visited,

how the people of K. felt towards civiliz-

ing the Indians; and, when I had told

him, he said he was glad the people of K.
were becoming more civilized

;
and, in-

deed, the Choctaws and Cherokees ge-

nerally appear to rejoice as much that we
are coming to a better mind towards
them, as we rejoice that they are coming
to a better mind. The joy is mutual.

This chief made many inquiries respect-

ing Christian experience, what faith in

Christ was, how a Christian felt towards
the Saviour, how a Christian felt when
he had an opportunity of making a good
bargain, by using a little deceit or equivo-

cation, and many other inquiries of the

like nature. Ten in the evening, he
brought forward, without any proposition

from myself, his very elegant family Bi-

ble, and several Hymn-books, to have fa-

mily worship, and the same again in the

morning. He joined in singing,and his little

girls, that were 8 and 10 years of age also

joined, and I was told, that on the Sabbath

he would appoint lessons from the Bible

and from Sabbath-School Hymns for his

little girls to learn, and towards the close of

the Sabbath he would hear them recite.

I spent a Sabbath at Huntsville, a very

considerable town in the state of Alaba-

ma, where I found a large flourishing Sab-

bath-School in operation. In this Sab-

bath-School I saw a Cherokee youth

about 1 8 years of age, who had formerly

attended school at one of the Missions in

his nation, but is now Hving at Huntsville

with a pious family, learning a trade. He
was one of the teachers in this Sabbath-

School. He had under his care a class of

white boys, and, when I was in the school,

he was hearing them say their prayers,

their hymns, and their Bible lessons, and

was tenderly and faithfully endeavouring

to instil into their minds the principles of

virtue, morality, and religion. He gave me
a dollar for the Palestine Mission—the first

dollar, perhaps, he ever had in his life.

At Creek Path, I saw Catharine Brown,

the converted Cherokee, whose name is

so familiar to all the American Churches.

She greatly exceededmy expectations. No
person, not even a Cherokee, who should

enter the Mission family as a stranger,

would in the least suspect but that she

was one of the Mission Sisters from the

North. She is not darker than half of

our young ladies, and possesses prudence,

discretion, andapparent piety, to a degree

rarely to be met with. Not five years

ago, she went to Brainerd, a vain, proud,

ignorant heathen girl, and used to sit on

a seat with the little Cherokee girls, and

try to spell " Baker," and to learn " Our
Father, who art in Heaven." Now she

is a Christian of no ordinary attainments

and usefulness ; and has been the means
of the conversion of her parents, two of

her brothers, and three others of her near

kindred. One of her brothers has since

died—died in the triumphs of faith; the

other brother is studying with a view to

the Ministry, and promises to be exceed-

ingly useful to his nation. O, Sirs, a holy

joy is now lighted up in the countenances

of that family, which will grow brighter

and brighter through the countless rounds

of infinite duration. Catharine gave me
three dollars for the Palestine Mission,

and her earrings, which she used to w^ear

when a heathen, which cost 12 dollars.

She, with good Mrs Potter, have been in-

strumental in forming among the Chero-
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kee ladies, in her neighbourhood, a Fe-
male Cent Society. They were at a loss

how to dispose of their funds. Catha-

rine was for aiding the Mission among the

Osages, with whom her own nation was
then at war. Others, feeling their obli-

gations to our Churches for sonding our
sons and daughters to instruct them, were
desirous of aiding us in the education of

more pious young men for the work of

the Gospel Ministry; and they according-

ly paid over their funds to the Education
Society, in the state of Tennessee—

a

fact which ought to put to the blush the

many thousands in our country who have

as yet contributed nothing either for the

education of our own pious young men,

or for the conversion of any heathen tribe

or nation on the face of the earth.

The children of those schools make
much greater progress than is common
in our schools ; and this for two reasons:

1st. More attention is paid to them ; and
2d. They go to school on purpose to

learn, and not as a matter of course. To
these reasons, I may also add the fact,

that many children apply for admission

into the schools, and repeat thp applica-

tion with the most pressing and affecting

importunity, but are rejected, because

the Missionaries are not furnished with

the means of supporting them ; of course,

the children at school feel the importance

of improving their privileges, lest they

should be dismissed to make room for

those who will improve them better. I

heard a class of little girls, at Brained, re-

cite in grammar, and I have never heard

a class of boys or girls, in any school,

recite better, or seem to understand the

subject better, than those little girls, con-

sidering the time devoted to it. I saw

also, at Brainerd, six little girls under the

direction of one of the Mission Sisters,

engaged, when out of school, in sewing

;

and I have never seen any ladies, of any

age, in any part of our country, whatever

might be their characterfor industry, who
would sitavid sew more steadily, than those

little girls. They were dressed very

neatly and cleanly, and made a very in-

teresting appearance.

All the Missionaries declare, that the

children of their schools are more modest

and affectionate, and are more easily ma-
naged,than is common in our schools. One
of the teachers said, that when any mis-

chief was done in school through the in-

attention or carelessness of the boys, and
he enquired who did it, he never knew
them to rise and say, " I didn't do it, I

didn't do it, John did it ;" but one would
rise in one part of the house, and say,

very modestly, " Sir, I did it ;" another

would rise in another part and say, " Sir,

I helped him ;" and then tell all how it

was done, with as much sincerity, and
honesty, and penitence, as you could de-

sire. There is much of this sort of frank-

ness among them.

I went into the school at Elliot, and
said to the boys :

—" Many of the chil-

dren at the North are saving their money
to establish schools, and procure books
for the Choctaw children ; I expect my-
self, to go to Jerusalem, to establish

schools for the poor ignorant children

there, and I want you should become
civilized and pious, as speedilj' as possi-

ble, that you may not only sup))ort your
own schools in the ChoctaAv nation, but

may aid me at Jerusalem, and may aid

in sending the blessings of civilization and
Christianity to the Chickasaws, Creeks,

and other heathen tribes, and may also

yourselves be prepared to go as Mission-

aries, teachers, mechanics, and farmers."

The boys took the hint, and soon after I

went out, they brought me a donation of

above 13 dollars for the Palestine Mission.

They obtained the money in this way :

—

when they are out in the field every

morning in the Aveek by such a minute,

or when they have committed certain

lessons in school, they are entitled to a

certain premium ; and when they fail,

they forfeit something. There is, of
course, debt and credit. Some had 50

cents placed to their credit, some more,

and some less. All they had, they brought

me ; and some, who had recently paid

away their ticket money to purchase a

Spelling-book, or Testament, or some ar-

ticle of clothing, came to the Instructer,

and begged him to advance as much money
for them, as they could earn in this

premium way, in three, four, or five

weeks.
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